
    New classroom extensions and soft 
seating areas are giving students a unique 
alternative to traditional classroom learn-
ing to influence the construction of future 
high schools. 
   “It is a spot intended for teachers to be 
able to take students and do group work 
outside of the classroom environment,” 
Assistant Principal Davon Ruiz said.
   Students who have studied in the 
classroom extensions have experienced a 
new approach to the normal high school 
curriculum.
   “It’s [useful] because [teachers] can sit 
down and interact with [their] students,” 
sophomore Amaya Martin said.
   Though it may seem like a simple idea, 
these areas provide a location for students 
to work even in their free times.
   “It’s good for people who have off peri-
ods,” senior Angel Williams said. “They 
can sit there and study and do what they 
need to do.”
  Seating areas offer an inviting and 
motivating way to encourage students to 
engage their academics independently or 
in a group.
   “It gives us an opportunity to get out of 

class instead of looking at the same thing 
over and over,” junior Zachary Kent said.
   Having a formal area for educative 
activities could potentially change class 
instruction by giving students a more ap-
proachable environment.
   “It makes class more comfortable,” 
Senior Michael Breaux said.
   This year, administrators are testing 
out these classroom extensions for future 
high schools in our district.

   

“We have a new high school coming on 
board and one of the ideas was to test 
some of [the class extensions] here,” Ruiz 
said. “It’s an open concept, like ‘let’s use 
all our space for learning.’” 
   Overall, the school is using these new 

resources to excel in academics and 
motivate students to work diligently and 
further their education. 
   “It’s different from last year because 
students have more freedom,” senior 
Marco Tagaylo said. “ It gives you diver-
sity.” 
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Putting New Perspectives Into Play 
Teacher, Lisa Staup (right), advises junior students, Christian Alarcon (left), and Walid Imouhdine. 
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From One Mind to Another
Seniors, Josh Ryncarz (left) and Obet Montalvo 
(right) converse ideas over a project in a classroom 
extension.

Insider On Campus Clubs, Organizations
New, Returning Options For Extracurricular Activities

   There is a place for every student on 
campus. The clubs highlighted below are 
only a fraction of the large range of clubs 
offered. To see a full list of all the clubs, 
go to the MHS website and click the 
extracurricular tab.
   CULTURE CLUB teaches students 
to expand their horizons into cultures 
and maybe even learn about their own. 
Students do group activities fun projects, 
and  even have a cultural food party at 
the end of the year. Members explore 
new cultures and languages to support 
cultural projects, such as Hispanic Heri-
tage Month and Black History, in order 
to expose the school to other cultures. 
Students can also gain volunteer hours 
through international charity projects. 
Culture Club meets monthly on first and 
third Thursdays, from 3:30 – 4:30 PM.
   “I want the members to be more aware 
of other cultures,” public relations officer 
Francine Ilac said. “Because a lot of the 
time people generalize, but don’t look 
into it further than what they see.”
   FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA 
(FFA) is a national organization that 
teaches students about agriculture, leader-
ship and professional skills. FFA partici-
pates in various activities such as show-
ing cattle and agricultural care. However, 
for those who do not enjoy working with 
animals, there are also leadership devel-
opment teams in the fall which include 
Parliamentary Procedure, Farm Skill, and 
others. However, you must enroll in an 
agricultural science class to join this ex-
tracurricular activity. For more informa-
tion, see Richard New in room D123 or 
Kim New in room D124.

   “It’s a lot of fun; you get really close to 
your team and create a lot of memories.”  
vice president Krislyn Barnett said.
   ART CLUB is for those who love art, 
but don’t have room for the class on their 
schedules. In this club, students will get 
to explore various art styles involving 
different projects, from drawing to paper 
mache and various crafting projects. The 
club is also known for their consecutive 
wins in the homecoming float competi-
tion. They meet every Wednesday, from 
3:30 – 4:30 PM in room D118.
    “My goals are for students to make 
lifelong friends,” club advisor Meghan 
Anderson said, “and that kids have a 
place to come have fun after school and 
make stuff.”
   INTERACT CLUB is a great way to 
get volunteer hours and help others in 
need by doing community projects. These 
students participate in a branch of Rotary 

International events, a worldwide service 
organization. Interact Club takes part on 
a community level, such as large service 
projects like Trick or Treat for Hunger 
and Houston Food Bank. Interact Club 
meets Tuesdays at 3:00 PM in room 
D111.
   “It’s fun, and I like helping people,” 
president Andrewlena Bingham said. “I 
want us to expand and be more known so 
other people can join.”
   OPPORTUNITY SMILES is a student-
run club that raises awareness and creates 
support groups for special needs youth 
and their families, as well as fund-raise 
money in support for any research or 
cause that is related to the special needs 
community. Opportunity Smiles strives to 
rid the world of the stigma towards chil-
dren and teens living with special needs. 
The students meet every other Wednes-
day, at 3:00 - 4:00 PM in Kim Atchison’s 

room, E104.
   “The goal of opportunity smiles is 
to empower special needs youth and 
integrate them more into the community,” 
vice President Francheska Durias said.
   DEBATE is a great option if students 
are searching for something that will look 
great on their college application and en-
joy public speaking. They meet Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 3:50 to 5:00 PM 
in Cheri van Sant’s room, C212. These 
students compete in an array of public 
speaking events.  
   “My favorite event is probably poetry.” 
president Adaoma Ogbonnaya said. 
“When you say it, it follows differently 
and that’s what I love about it.”
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Enjoying The MUM-ment 
   FFA vice president, Krislyn Barnett,  works on 
her homecoming mum in floral design, a branch 
of the agricultural classes. 
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Stepping Up to the Task
Interact Club president Andrewlena Bingham 
addresses the members to see who can attend the 

next community project.
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   A goal has a different definition for ev-
ery person. To some, a goal is an outcome 
that arises from a set of sought objectives. 
To others, a goal is a feeling: happiness, 
excitement. And to whomever it may 
concern, a goal is also something Ger-
many scores too many of. (#salty)
   Whatever it may or may not be, some of 
the seniors on this year’s newspaper staff 
decided to shed some light as to what 
their goals are. Enjoy.
   

    

Opinions
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   High school, I mean am 
I right?
   So far, freshmen, you’ve 
just experienced your first 
month of high school.   

You may have lost 
friends, lost interests, 
and probably have 
lost all preconceptions 
of what high school 

is and isn’t. Don’t worry— all of that is 
okay and totally normal.
    Entering high school my freshman 
year, I had the top-of-the-hill mentality. 
No one can mess with an eighth grader. 
No one! Haha!
   That hubris, that extreme over-confi-
dence, enveloped me, and, lo and behold, 
I almost failed two classes, badly, like….
really badly (a 44 and 56 for most of the 
year). Sure, the classes were hard and the 
pace was fast, but still, two classes. 
   The sly smirk that possessed my face 
for the first weeks quickly went away, 
and I was faced with the harsh reality 
of high school that all newcomers face; 
nothing is the same as middle school. 
   This idea is crucial to doing well in 
high school. 
   By now, you should have opened your 
eyes and humbled yourself. The respect 
you received in middle school as the “big 
kid” no longer exists.  It’s imperative 
that you understand that, not because you 
should let seniors trample over you, but 
because the more realistically you look 
at yourself, the more you can grow and 
mature properly. The more objectively 
and neutrally you analyze yourself, the 
easier fitting in is. 
   That being said, how does one fit in? 
Find a place in the sea? Easy; clubs.
   Joining and participating in a club is so 
important to high school because of the 
big picture ideas. A club, specifically one 
that caters to your interests, keeps you 
sane and makes you feel like a part of a 
family outside of home. The members of 

this club will act as crutches to you dur-
ing hard times, and will make you feel 
less alone in a high school where you see 
a new face every day.
   These members of your club, your 
friends, will be the biggest impact in 
your life, so hold them close (No, not 
literally. That’s weird).
    Figuratively, keep them close. Earlier, 
I said you will lose friends in high 
school. That’s a given. But, you will also 
make friends, friends who you will have 
for a long time, possibly for life. 
    The key to surviving high school, and 
life, is to cherish and love others, espe-
cially friends. The friends you have in 
high school will be the guides, mentors, 
and happiness you need. Cherish friends. 
Try your best not to lose them. In the 
end, you will feel complete, and you will 
feel that you finished high school easily 
without breaking.
   So, what did you learn today? Well, 
let’s review: get rid of that freshman 
over- confidence. Be at school to get 
an education, not to look “cool.” Find 
a club. This club will be a home away 
from home and a comfortable haven 
in the school. Lastly, keep your friends 
close. Try your hardest to keep them in 
your life. You’ll need them.
   Have fun, you guys, seriously. Take 
care of your work, and not only that, but 
do it with pride. 
   It’s true; high school moves by incred-
ibly fast. Memories that took place my 
freshman year, memories that seem as if 
they occurred just last week, happened 
long ago. 
   Tomorrow, you will be a sophomore. 
You’ll hate the PSAT. In a few days, 
you’ll be a junior. Prepare the prompos-
als. Next week, you’ll be a senior. Col-
lege applications. Will you be ready?
   But still, it’s just high school. Am I 
right?
   Here’s to the next four years, freshmen. 
Make them count. 

Freshman Welcome
   High school, I mean is 
Marco right?
   Level with me here; 
going from being the 

pseudo-senior kings 
of your respective 
junior high hallways 
to being sneered at 
whenever you say 

anything mildly clueless has been a hum-
bling experience, hasn’t it? Well, don’t 
let anyone fool you, they had the exact 
same questions when they were stand-
ing in your shoes (at least, most of us on 
the newspaper staff did). So out of the 
kindness of all our hearts (and because 
I’m personally a little sick of my fellow 
upperclassmen being so condescending), 
here’s a list of all the eye-roll worthy 
questions you may have as you begin 
your career as a Manvel Maverick:
Q:We have a newspaper?
A: Yep! You’re holding it! We also have 
a website: maverickinformer.com
Q:What does “Hoka Hey” mean?
A: You’ve probably already asked this 
question. You’ve probably already re-
ceived an answer. This question is really 
only here so that I can warn you that the 
answer will vary depending on who you 
ask. Just go with it.
Q: Can I use the elevator?
A: Is your leg(s) broken? No? No.
Q: Why is there no bell in the bell tower?
A: It is what it is. 
Q: How do I buy a yearbook?
A: balfour.com Tell your friends.
Q: What’s up with all the couches? And 
why are there mini-classrooms out in the 
open?

A: Those are called “soft-seating areas,” 
and they’re actually new for everyone. 
Basically, what they are is alterna-
tive workspaces for group work. What 
they’re not is a place for you and the bae 
to get comfortable.
Q: Who chooses the music for the pass-
ing periods?
A: It varies, but one thing is for sure: 
spanish “Hotel California” and Maroon 5 
are here to stay. (Here’s to hoping “Let it 
Go,” on the other hand, will one day be 
let go.)
Q: Are AP classes really as hard as ev-
eryone says they are?
A: Depends. Typically, no. (Hint: high-
schoolers absolutely love to exaggerate) 
It honestly comes down to how cool you 
are with being responsible for actually 
reading out of the textbook and doing 
work OUTSIDE of class.
Q: But if I take a lot of AP classes my 
GPA goes up, right? And I can have a 
super high rank and totally impress col-
leges?
A: Please relax. Yes, AP classes raise 
your GPA, and yeah colleges totally love 
to hear that you’re smart, but remember 
that’s not all colleges look at. Don’t be 
that kid who gets to senior year and real-
izes the only thing that can be put on a 
resume is “knows the quadratic formula” 
because he was too busy drowning in AP 
class workloads to find any extracurricu-
lars to be passionate about. 
Q: College? Woah, are the next four 
years really gonna fly by as quickly as 
every one says they will?
A: Yeah.

Freshman FAQ

Senior Staffer Goals 
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  “To  leave in a good place 
and be happy. Also, to take 
home a trophy for the best 

color guard and winter 
guard around.”
- Lexus Jacobs,

 staff writer

“I’m just going to do what 
it takes to keep my grades 
up, and if nothing works, 
I’ll just try to make it out 
alive.”
- Jennifer Nguyen, 

staff writer

“This year I hope to ex-
cel in my schoolwork and 
grades.”
- Dana Kongo, staff writer

 “This senior year, I will 
pass and be free.  I would 
also wanna have fun in the 
school and enjoy all of my 
classes.”
- Richard Palma, staff writer

“My first goal for senior year 
is to get into Texas A&M. My 

second and final goal is to 
conquer at least three Eastern 

European countries.” 
 -Chris Madison, news editor

“I’m gonna work a little so 
I can ball a lot.”
-Brittany Le, assistant editor

My goal is to be able 
to answer this question 
without having to google 
“quotes about goals.”
   - Karla Leyja, co-editor-
in-chief

“I want to be happy, and I 
want everyone else around 
me to be happy as well. Also, 
I want to make at least area in 
band.”
- Alexis Caballa, staff writer

 “We want to emerge from  
the chrysalis that is high 

school; let us fly.”
   - Josh Ryncarz, 

    Obet Montalvo, contributors

“This year, I really want 
success for all of the orga-
nizations I work hard for. 
Also, I want to be the very 
best, like no one ever was.”
- Marco Amaya, 
co-editor-in-chief.
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      Looking to run in the 
Wildcat Invite on Sept. 
26, the cross country 
team has seen success in 

the races already run this season.
  The cross country teams met on Sept. 19 
to compete in the Deer Park Invite, with 
the varsity boys finishing with a sixth 
place team finish. 
   The meet included 20 schools from 
across the district. Some teams that were 
included were Dobie, Alvin, and Hightow-
er. The meet was the fourth race the team 
has ran this season. 
    “I just ask that the kids come out and 
give me everything at practice and follow 
the workouts that we have assigned,” head 
coach Duke Barrier said. “If they continue 
to do that consistently, at meet time, the 
results should be there.”
   On Sept. 12, the team traveled to Cren-
shaw Park for the Goehring Invite. At the 
meet, the varsity boys earned third place. 
Junior Josh Martin, one of the top Manvel 
runners at the meet, ran for fourth place.
   “I just want to go out and do the best 
I can, try to get some wins, and impress 
college coaches,” Martin said.   
   Earlier, on Sept. 5, the team went to 
Taylor Lake Village Park to participate in 

the Clear Lake Falcon Invite. At the meet, 
the varsity boys took seventh place.  
   “Its a lot of fun to see kids pushing 
through it,” assistant coach Cristian 
Driver said. “We were missing some of 
our top runners, so we were overall proud 
of the way it turned out for us.”
   The area in which Manvel runs, one of 
the most difficult in the state, hosts many 
competitive schools.  To combat this, 
the teams must constantly build off of 
themselves. 
   “We’re doing a little bit of a rebuild 

from last year, but our kids are consistent-
ly getting better everyday and working 
hard,” Driver said. 
   From here, the team looks to finish with 
a solid result, moving on through a few 
more races until their most important race 
of the season: district.
   “I feel really good,” Barrier said. “We 
have gotten better each and every week, 
and we really hit our stride heading into 
what I call the ‘Championship Run’ over 
the last two weeks in district, and we are 
right where we want to be.”

Running for Wins

   
   With the Mavericks looking to play 
Pasadena on Sept. 26 and South Houston 
on Oct. 3,  the team is striving to keep its 
undefeated record.
   On Sept. 19, the Mavs defeated Dobie 
High School with a score of 35-17.
   The game, which marked the third 
game of the season, was held at Alvin. 
After a slow start, the Mavericks were 
able to pull away, resulting in the victory.
   “I think so far we’ve grown some and 
met some of our goals at the beginning 
of the season, however, we have a lot of 
room to grow,” coach Lucas Saucedo 
said. “This year’s team is a more close-
knit group, it seems like a family; we all 
have a common goal.”
   Earlier, on Sept. 12, The Mavs won 
against North Shore with a score of 42-
17. North Shore was ranked high in state 
rankings, but after the defeat, the state 
ranking of the Mustangs dropped to 60.  
   “The last two games have been good 
for the Mavericks,” senior Qyalan Clay 
said. “We aren’t worried about who we 
play. We [are] just taking it week by 
week.”
   On Aug. 29, the Mavs played against 
Westfield High School for Manvel’s 
debut game, winning 35-10. Before the 
game, Westfield High School ranked 
high in the state tables, and second in the 
conference, one above third place Man-
vel. After the game, the school dropped 
down to 23 in the state.
   “I think we [have] got a great football 

team,” head coach Kirk Martin said. “We 
have much more experience this year 
than last year.” 
   

Tackling All opposition
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Ready, Set, Go
The varsity girls, moments after the gun shot, 
begin running for the Goehring Invite meet.
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21 Jump Street
Running back D’Vaughn Pennamon exits the 
entrance tunnel before the game. 
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Blood, sweat, volleyball 
      With several wins 

underneath its belt, the 
varsity volleyball team 
will play Pasadena 

Memorial on Sept. 26 at home.
  The varsity volleyball team won its 
game against Sam Rayburn High School 
on Sept. 23.
   The game, held at Sam Rayburn, 
ended in the third consecutive set with 
a score of 25-18. Afterwards, the team’s 
record became set at 4-2 in district.
   “We were a little slow in the begin-
ning, but they turned it around,” head 
coach  Sarah Paulk said. “They did 
well.” 
   With the 4-2 record, the team sits with 
the chance to make the playoffs after 
district in early November.
   “So far, so good,”  Paulk said. “I think 

there’s still room for improvement. We 
haven’t quite peaked yet so that’s good.” 
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Tearing through Competition
The Mavs burst on the field for their first game of the season.
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Fully Energized 
Several Mavs celebrate on the field after a 
successful play. 
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In the Trenches
The Manvel defense lines up against the highly ranked Westfield defense. 

Cross country team approaches district
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Breaking the Seam
Quarterback D’Eriq King breaks through the defense of the North 
Shore Mustangs. 
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At the End
The team poses for a picture after the Goehring 
Invite on Sept. 12.
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Reaching for it
Senior Cory Jo Martin jumps for the volleyball 
at the Dawson vs. Manvel game. 

Maverick football season begins with wins 
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