
   From Dec. 5 -7, the 
debate team headed 
to Austin in order to 

compete, and Captain Jazmine McCain 
went to semifinals for prose. This year, 
the team has made substantial improve-
ments as they prepare for the national 
competition in May.
   Competing in meets since Sept. 12, the 
members have consistently brought priz-
es home by placing in multiple categories 
and qualifying for nationals. Alongside 
their new coach, government teacher 
Cheri Van Sant, the team’s determination 
to excel keeps them at the top of the com-
petition, winning eight trophies so far.
   “I’ve had four seniors qualify for bids 
for nationals and they will go to the na-
tional tournament in Kentucky in May,” 
Van Sant said. “It was in our first two 
tournaments that they did that.”
   Seniors McCain, President Joyce Og-
bonnaya, Roderick Mullen, and Olufi-
sayo Olowe all qualified to compete at 
nationals, at the University of Kentucky, 
and at the University of Nebraska. Only 
14 students in the US are invited to the 
tournament in Kentucky.
   “You walk [into the competition room] 
and you see all these people in suits and 
ties and skirts and pant suits, and they 
ooze confidence because they’re so used 
to talking, but at the same time, they also 
know how to let loose,” Ogbonnaya said. 
“It’s a welcoming environment.”
   The team is open to any new recruits 
who are interested in joining. 
   “Just go ahead and join and put a lot 

of your effort into it,” Ogbonnaya said. 
“Don’t just think of it as a club, but as a 
team.”
   Debate is hoping to go to large and 
prestigious competitions in Austin and 
many other places.
   “We were trying to fund raise this year 
to go to Harvard,” Van Sant said. “In the 
future, absolutely that will be something 
we will be doing every year.”
     Not only will participation in debate 

help students build confidence, but it will 
also show colleges that the student has 
experience in public speaking.
   “I have witnessed a transformation of 
not only myself, but also of my fellow 
debaters as all of our abilities as speakers 
have grown tremendously,” Mullen said. 
“Manvel debate is headed to the national 
stage now and for many years to come.”

   The Horseplay Theater 
presented its most recent 
production, The Miracle 
Worker, for the first time 
on stage on Nov. 19. Fol-
lowing the miracles of 
Anne Sullivan and Helen 
Keller’s seemingly impos-
sible relationship, the 
troupe used this historical 
biography  of a teacher and 
her blind and deaf student 
as an ode to the mentors 
in the actors’ lives, be it 
their parents or even their 
teachers.
     To prepare for the 
showcase, The Horseplay 
Theater exhibited their first 
show in the Black Box to gauge the time 
length of the play and see what changes 
needed to be made for the real, onstage 
performance.
     “We work on every scene little by 
little to [perfection],” assistant director 
Emily Fabian said. “We give each other 
constructive criticism and we don’t put 
people down.”
      Upon the official student matinee, the 
play was shortened; however, the message 
to the audience still remained: the cast 
of the Miracle Worker were thankful for 

the adult influences who 
taught them.
     “Teachers really do 
have an impact on your 
life; no matter how big 
or how small [the les-

son] was, it still has a big 
impact,” Fabian said.
     Through teamwork 
and devoted practice, ac-
tors refined a new vision 
and a new mindset in 
playing their roles.
      “I’ve learned how 
to channel a serious 
role instead of someone 
who…always [makes you 
laugh],” Brandon Prince, 
who played Arthur Keller, 
said.
     Bringing a close to The 
Miracle Worker, theatre 
members continue to aim 
for high expectations in 
setting the bar for future 

productions by The Horseplay Theater.
     “A specific goal of mine is to take 
advantage of the little amount I can put 
in and make a bigger impact,” Angel Her-
nandez, who played James Sullivan, said.
     But the goal of a great production 
overall is to send a message to the audi-
ence. In the well-known stressful envi-
ronment of academics and high school, 
it’s easy to forget to appreciate the ones 
who really guide the student body.
     “Appreciate your teachers,” Prince said. 
“They work hard for you.”

Working Miracles On Stage
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MHS debate team heading to nationals
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The Winner’s Circle
Members Roderick Mullen, Joyce Ogbonnaya, 
Jazmine McCain, and Olufisayo Olowe pose for a 
picture after a successful debate meet. 

Theater performs play adaptation of The Miracle Worker

     
When students open 
their SAT testing book-
lets in the spring of 2016, 

they’ll find an exam much different than 
others in previous years. The College 
Board has redesigned the SAT to focus 
more on real-life 
college and career 
readiness than the 
current SAT. 
     Though learn-
ing the new SAT 
changes may seem 
totally unrelated to 
this year’s seniors 
and juniors, the 
underclassmen will 
definitely benefit 
from learning what new things they need 
to study.
The CurrenT SAT
   Total Testing Time: 3 hours, 45 minutes
   Components: Critical Reading, Writing, 
Math, and a required 25-minute Essay
   Score Reporting: The exam is graded on 
a scale of 600 to 2400. Critical Reading, 
Writing, and Math are each scored on a 
scale range of 200 to 600, and the Essay 
portion is scaled to the results of the 
Writing multiple-choice.
   Special Features: The current SAT tests 
on general reasoning skills, and the 
vocabulary is often presented in a limited 
context.
   The Essay: The student is required to 
take a position on an issue and write a 
brief essay that backs up their argument.

The redeSigned SAT
   Total Testing Time: 3 hours
   Components: Evidenced-Based Read-
ing and Writing (which will included a 
Reading Test and a Writing and Language 
Test), and Math. The Essay is optional and 

is allotted an additional 
50-minutes.
   Score Reporting: The 
new SAT is graded on a 
scale of 400 to 1600. The 
Evidence-Based Read-
ing and Writing and the 
Math are each graded on 
a scale of 200-800. The 
Essay is evaluated upon 
three main components, 
and is reported separately 
from the rest of the exam. 

The student does not receive a penalty for 
wrong answer choices.
   Special Features: The redesigned SAT 
still focuses on reasoning skills, but has a 
stronger focus on evaluating the student’s 
knowledge, skills, and understanding on 
important college and career readiness. 
The vocabulary is presented in deeper 
context and extends to how word choice 
affects meaning and tone. The student 
can also receive a subscore report, which 
breaks down each test for further analysis.
   The Essay: The essay is not required, and 
is administered at the end of the SAT. The 
student is given a passage and must write 
an essay analyzing the source text. The 
essay is evaluated on the student’s ability 
to provide a “clear and cogent” analysis 
while providing effective evidence and us-
ing engaging, well-written arguments.

Redesigned SAT
New SAT changes for Spring 2016

Brittany Le
Assistant Editor
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Helping Hands
Anne Sullivan, played by actress Emily Kralovetz, shows Whiting how 
to communicate through sign language on her palms. 

Photo by: Brittany Le
Family Matters
The Keller family gathers 
at the dinner table to cel-
ebrate Helen’s return from 
her isolated lessons with 
Sullivan.

Photo by: Brittany Le
A Harsh Life
Actress Kaitlyn Whiting, performing as Hellen Keller, is held back from 
her mother Kate Keller, played  by actress Mina Hughes.



Feature

Page 2

   The Mighty Mav-
erick Marching Band 
qualified for the area 

marching competition for the first time in 
school history after receiving a superior 
rating at the region-level.
     Every other year, the band, along with 
other schools in the 6A division, has 
the chance to advance from their UIL 
performance to the Area and State level. 
Last year, the band received a superior 

rating for the first time in school history, 
but they were not given the chance to 
advance. 
     “We tell the kids a lot, but all four staff 
members over here and even our drill 
writer are just super proud of them,” band 
director Nathan Pair said. “It’s a lot of 
hard work and it starts back in July, but in 
some ways even before that. They should 
be proud of every show that they did and 
we’re excited for them to have these suc-
cesses.”
     The band’s breakthrough success 

comes after years of hard work and dedi-
cation, not only from current members, 
but also from alumni, booster parents, 
and of course, directors.
     “I think [the success] mostly just has to 
do with maturity and innovation,” senior 
drum major Marco Amaya said. “When 
you keep innovating your band and keep 
making it better and better, the marchers 
can only get the same way.”
     The show, titled ‘Visions of Royalty,’ 
told the story of a love triangle between 
a runaway princess, her jealous and 
merciless prince, and a loyal and humble 
Knight, with the production ending in a 
sword battle between the prince and the 
knight. The plot starred freshman Isaac 
Marquez as the prince, freshman Claire 
Wiedemann as the princess, and senior 
Aaron Knight as the knight.
     “I like having a part that actually gets 
me recognized,” Knight said. “I think it’s 
cool to actually have a leading role.”
     Because of the show’s “storyline” ap-
proach, it was proven to be the band’s 
most complicated show to date. With 
props ranging from the plywood castle 
to the plastic goose carried by the royal 
court, all of the details were carefully 
planned out. In competitions, the special 
features go toward a category called “Gen-
eral Effect.”
     “Part of the judging rubric has to do 

with what 
you do visu-
ally,” Pair said. 
“Does what 
you do visu-
ally reinforce 
what you’re 
trying to 
portray visu-
ally, and vice 
versa? This is 
the first time 
that we’ve had 
the chance 
and the abil-
ity to have a 
show that did 
that.”
     While 
the special 
effects made 
the biggest 
visual difference in how the band fared in 
competition, they’ve also had a significant 
effect on how audiences at home have 
received it.
      “We designed the story so that the 
crowd would feel closer to the show as a 

whole,” Amaya said. “Usually, people feel 
like a third party watching it, but with 
this one, all of it really comes together for 
the audience. We can actually hear them 
cheering and going ‘aww’ when the knight 
kisses the princess.” 
     The band will have another opportu-
nity to qualify for area marching in 2016. 
By then, the program can expect to have 
grown exponentially, not only in size but 
in skill as well.
     “These last few years we’ve had a 
chance to be competitive with some really 
well established programs,” Pair said. “I 
think it gives the kids motivation to keep 
working hard. Our kids are lucky because 
they get to help build something and we 
actually are better every year.”

A Knight’s Tale
Karla Leyja
Co-Editor in Chief
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Showstopper
Colorguard Captain Brittany Le strikes a pose in 
the final set of the opener.

Band finishes competitive season 
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En Garde!
Knight and Marquez battle it out with swords on the field for the love and attention of 
the princess.

    Volunteering has a 
major impact on the 
community today.    

   Even  though colleges look at all the vol-
unteer hours to see what kind of person 
the applicant is, selfless involvement is 
good for the community as well.
    Volunteering can include keeping the 
local neighborhoods, parks, lakes and 
rivers, and water safe for everyone. It can 
also include tutoring kids who are in need 
of a little extra help with their homework. 
There are an infinite amount of com-
munity service opportunities, and it all 
depends on the types of skills the volun-
teer has. 
     If students are interested in the move-
ment to end hunger, the houston Food 
Bank is available for community service. 
The Houston Food Bank helps feed the 
people in need of food in Houston and 
its surrounding areas. They have two 
locations:  the Main Warehouse at 535 

Portwall Street and Keegan Kitchen at 
2445 North Freeway.
     The Pearland Adoption Center is seek-
ing volunteers to take care of the animals; 
assistance includes walking the dogs, and 
helping the cats. Volunteers at the adop-
tion center can also help residents find 
their lost animals, take photos of animals 
who are in need a home, and clean adop-
tion center facilities. There are two loca-
tions in Pearland: 2002 Old Alvin Rd. and 
3519 Liberty Dr.
     If they enjoy the company of the el-
derly, students can volunteer at local nurs-
ing homes. These volunteers play cards, 
decorate, and clean the nursing home. 
Volunteers basically serve as a shoulder to 
lean on for the elderly. On bingo nights, 
volunteers can call out the numbers and 
help the players find the numbers on 
their cards. They can even give the ladies 
manicures. There are countless activities 
one can do at the nursing homes. Plenty 
of nursing homes around the area are 
available for volunteering—Autumn 
Leaves, Windsong Village, Autumn Grove 
Cottage, Orchard Park, and Tuscany Vil-
lage are just a few.
     If taking care of the environment is a 
concern for a student, tons of trash wash 
up onto the beach every year. Last year, 
over 40 tons of trash was collected by 
beach cleanup volunteers from Galveston 
Beach alone. Galveston relies on volun-
teers to clean the beaches and fundraisers. 
‘Clean galveston’ has numerous volunteer 
opportunities throughout the year. For 

more information about Clean Galveston, 
visit cleangalveston.org. 
     hospitals such as M.D. Anderson, 
Methodist, and Texas Children’s offer 
teens volunteer opportunities in the sum-
mer and year around. Teen volunteers in 
the hospitals greet and escort patients and 
families, transport wheelchairs, deliver 
mail to hospitalized patients, and more. 
There are many other jobs volunteers can 
do in the hospital other than those.
     During the summer, the houston Zoo 
offers teens the opportunity to help staff 
write educational skits to perform for zoo 
guests and Camp Zoofari participants, 
talk and educate zoo guests and Camp 
Zoofari participants about the animals 
and a variety of issues involving the envi-
ronment and animals, and assist staff. 
Interested students looking for other vol-
unteering opportunities can visit houston-
services.org. 
   This website shows volunteering op-
portunities for anyone around Houston. 
Click the volunteer tab at the top of the 
screen and fill out your interests, skillsets, 
age group, and date. Your place of worship 
also has plenty of opportunities offered 
for you.  An example is babysitting during 
any religious services.
     On campus, there are also clubs around 
the school that have many volunteer op-
portunities to offer to students such as 
interact Club, Opportunity Smiles, and 
health Occupations Students of America 
(HOSA). Happy volunteering!

Committed to the Cause
There is no “I” in Team, but there is a “U” in Volunteer

Alexis Caballa
Staff Writer
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A Helping Hand
Junior Curtis Bias and Senior Sterling Fulton help 
a child at the special needs olympics held at Alvin 
High School

Courtesy Photo
A Great Day to Read
Manvel athletes read to elementary kids at Wilder 
Elementary.

Photo by: Karla Leyja 
Take a Knee
The Sousaphone line kneels down into the final 
set of the show, in which the band forms a crown 
around the knight and princess.
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The MHS choir 
program performed 
its veteran’s concert in 

the school auditorium from 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m. on Nov. 6. 
   Choir director John Gallagher was hap-
py to have had the opportunity to thank 
veterans for their services in the army, air 
forces and any other military branch that 
they may have been a part of.
   “Some of my students’ family members 
are veterans,” Choir Director John Gal-
lagher said. “They were all very apprecia-
tive and I got the chance to thank them 
for their service.”
   Because there were plenty of veterans 
from several wars and other conflicts in 
the audience, the choir sang songs that 
both celebrated those who have served, 
and the sacrifices they had to make for 
the country.
   “I think [the students] enjoyed the 
concert,” Gallagher said. “It feels good to 
do something for somebody else and feels 
good to make other people feel good. And 
I think they got to see that at this concert.   
I was proud of the kids; they did a good 
job singing and it was nice to see some of 
the veterans come out and get the support 
that they deserve.”
   On Nov. 20, a night strictly dedicated to 
Men’s choir from all over the Alvin Inde-
pendent School District occurred within 
the Manvel’s auditorium at 7:00 p.m. Male 
Choir members from both high schools 

and middle schools performed songs.
    “Men’s Night brings the junior high kids 
over to high school so they can kind of get 

a feel for what choir’s like in high school,” 
senior Omar Abuzaher said.
   During rehearsals, the three groups got 

the chance to practice on stage, fixing any 
flaws they managed to catch. They then 
went to the school’s cafeteria to eat pizza 
and talk before they went on stage to 
perform later on that night.
   The Men’s choir night also had a special 
guest from the University of Houston 
Moores School of Music, the Mancorps, 
and they performed two songs for the 
audience.
   “Because there are so few men com-
pared to women in the choir, it’s good 
to combine all the schools together and 
have one just dedicated to men singing.” 
Abuzaher said.
   Mixed men and women’s choir is actu-
ally new to the program, having only 
debuted last year.
   “It’s really different,” choir secretary 
Stephanie Peoples said. “When you sing 
in a regular choir with either just men or 
just women, you have four or six voice 
parts, and in a mixed choir, you can have 
up to like 12. You just have to have the 
right mix of people.”
   Other events, such as a tree lighting 
ceremony, a performance for the Alvin 
Rotary club, and a holiday concert wrap 
up the program’s first semester. Next, they 
look forward to competing in UIL.
    “I think they’ll do well,” Gallagher said. 
“It’s a good choir, and we’ve got a lot of 
really strong singers coming up.”

Starting Off on a Good Note
Maya Ballard
Staff Writer
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Conducting the Choir
Choir teacher John Gallagher conducts the choir 
along.

Choir Program finishes off busy first semester
Photo by: Lexus Jacobs
Pledging Allegiance
The audience and the choir take a few moments to 
pledge allegiance to the country the veteran have 
fought for.  

 
What’s better than 
going to the gym 

and taking a one hour class of kick box-
ing?  
    Nothing. UFC (Ultimate Fighting 
Championship) gyms give you a chance 
to choose multiple things to do like lifting 
weights, punching bags, jujitsu, boxing 
and other classes that can be taken after 
work. Some of the fighters at a local UFC 
gym attend MHS.
    ‘I tried everything, the cage, the 
weights, the classes and the runs,” junior 
Lesslie Garcia said.
    When the coaches notice any improve-
ments, they will ask members to step 
up and practice one on one in the cage, 
allowing them to see, feel, and practice 
what they have been training for. 
    “ Your fighting style will get better, 
your punches, your kicks,” junior Damon 
Countee said. “I mean your technique all 
together will get better, depends on how 
long you stick with it,. 
    If the members would like to test 
their skills, they will have to talk to the 
manager and ask him if he can find any 
fighting competition around the area.
    “UFC has changed my lifestyle by keep-
ing me in shape, and my physical condi-
tion has gotten better,” Garcia said.
    The new ultimate fighting champion 
gym, UFC Gym, is one of the top industry 
leaders of mix martial arts. When walking 
into the building, you get this feeling of 
excitement and competition. The gym 
offers you a series of personal training 

workouts, cage time, and some exclusive 
UFC items such as lanyards, shirts, gloves, 
shorts, and mouth guards.
    You’ll feel the burn with the workout 
of an “ultra training session,” proven to 
blaze through 800-1,000 calories in a 
single hour! State of the art equipment for 
weight training, cardiovascular endurance 
and more, in a striking facility designed 
to inspire.
    Over all, the gym is a second chance 

for many people who are looking for a 
change in their lives and lifestyle. Many 
have trouble with getting in shape and 
being healthy. Garcia and Countee work 
to change that about themselves, pushing 
the bar of what they expect from them-
selves and their bodies. 

Right Jab, Left Hook, Kick
Martial Arts Opportunites for Teens
Chris Evans
Staff Writer

                                                                            
Christians in the 
Youth (C.I.T.Y) 
meets every morn-

ing in the LGI room at 6:50 until about 
7:15. The faculty sponsor in charge is 
Daniel Wise. 
   At the beginning of a meeting, Wise 
reads a scripture out of the bible. Then, 
the students talk about it and say how they 
feel about it. 
   “I would say it’s pretty calm,” Wise said.  
“Everybody wants to be there so it’s an op-
tion but it’s a really great atmosphere. The 
purpose of the speaker that day is to share 
a bible lesson and also just to encourage 
students, so I would say, overall, it’s a re-
ally good, encouraging atmosphere.” 
    The group is student led, and is some-
times, lead by two members.
   “At the end of last year, we had about 80 
or 90 people. It’s always lower at the start 
of the year because I think a lot of people 
don’t know that it’s there available, prob-
ably 30 or 40 people, but it’s gone up a 
little bit each week,” Wise said.
    Depending on how much time they 
have, the students might read one or two 
scriptures from the bible. They explain it 
to where everybody can understand what 
it means. They end with a prayer about 
health or general thankfulness. 
    “I mean you have people there that 
maybe you know are affiliated with differ-
ent churches or religions or something but 
it’s definitely an open atmosphere for any-
body that wants to come, and you know 
nobody’s going to have anything negative 
to say about anybody else,” Wise said. “I 

mean, that defeats our whole purpose of 
us being there so, yeah, everybody gets 
along in there.” 
  Also a religious organization, FCA 
(Fellowship of Christian Athletes) works 
with members of sport teams to provide 
religious sermons to the members and 
athletes on campus. 
    “ I think its fun and very educational .” 
junior Kullen Stansbury said. “I learn a lot 
of stuff.” 
    Just like C.I.T.Y, FCA meets constantly 
to work together to make a close religious 
connection between members. Though 
the two organizations are separate in or-
ganization, they both share the benefits of 
bringing students closer together.

A CITY In School
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A CITY Council
CITY group listens to the sermon about Peter, on 
Friday Dec. 1, at Manvel high school in the LGI 
room. 
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Holding the Note
Students work together to hold a note during one of 
their songs.  

Courtney Whatley
Staff Writer
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Caution fighters in Training
Juniors Lesslie Garcia and Damon Countee 
participate in mixed Martial Arts.
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Emotions 
Choir takes on a emotional turn as they sing for the 
veterans.

Religious programs meet at MHS



    
No Shave Novem-
ber, otherwise 
known as “Movem-

ber,” in which men and women across 
the nation vow to not shave their faces 
for an entire month, officially ended on 
Dec. 1.This event is actually for a cause, 
as it provides awareness for Prostate and 
Testicular Cancer.  
   Now, while we don’t know for sure that 
these men were representing Manvel in 
this month-long campaign, we do know 
that they have some pretty sweet ‘staches 
that need to be recognized.
   Let’s take a moment and go against the 
dress code, against the grain, this year to 
celebrate a cause that is so much more 
than just a beard, so much more than just 
a goatee, so much more than a handle bar 
moustache. 
   Let’s see if you can guess these teachers’ 
beards on the Beard Board!
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    With a dress code, 
some students 
believe it is a chal-
lenge to express 

themselves, as fashion has no rules. 
However, there are a wide variety of stu-
dents who have found ways to be them-
selves and still follow the dress code. 
Especially with new adjustments such as 
printed shirts and colored bottoms, stu-
dents are arriving onto campus in their 
own style, proving that it is possible to 
follow the rules and still be trendy. 
   Fashion is important to a vast amount 
of students. Some students take their 
style very seriously, and even plan to 
follow a career in the fashion industry. 
In fact, for the past two years, juniors  
Cam’ Ron Evans, Kendall Thurston, and 
senior Jordan Black currently own their 
own clothing brand, Résumé Clothing. 
To support these entrepreneurs, log on 
to resumeclothing.bigcartel.com and 
check out their brand. 
   “We were all  interested in arts,” Evans 
said. “It started with Kendal being in 
photography, Jordan being a good [art-
ist], and me having the style. We put it 
all together and created a clothing line.”
     Senior Natalie Contreras looks to 
musicians for inspiration of fashion 
choices.
   “I  love Lana Del Rey and how she’s 
so stylish, but classy,” Contreras said. “I 
would like to model hopefully one day, 
because who wouldn’t want to get their 
picture taken? ”

   Students often find their source of 
fashion from different celebrities. Their 
style choices can even begin to resemble 
their own inspirations. 
  “People say I [dress] like Kanye West,” 
senior Tyler Vu said.
     When it comes to fashion, people 
often dress to show off their individual 
personality by wearing clothing that is 
outside of the box. 
    “I like for people to be able to in-
terpret my personality through what I 
wear,” sophomore Janasa Hardyhardin 
said.
    The way that people dress is often a 
way to say how they are feeling. Cloth-
ing is not just merely an expression, but 
it can also become their voice.
   “Fashion is a significant aspect of my 
life because it’s a form of expression that 
nobody can take away from,” senior 
Ronni Turner said. 
     For students interested in pursuing a 
career in the fashion industry, a fashion 
design course is taught by Deborah 
Grigg in A-160.
     “I think [fashion] defines a lot of 
your character,” Grigg said. “I just want-
ed to open the doors for the students to 
see that there’s not just one way to get 
into fashion.”
   Whether fashion is a career choice 
or just a daily statement directed at the 
world, it is an expression of a personal-
ity. Students should let their creative 
voices be heard through their style. 

Stylin’ Students
Lexus Jacobs
Branden Smith
staff writers

Creative students improve new dresscode 

The Beard Board
No-Shave November comes to end 

Joshua Ryncarz
Obet Montalvo
contributors                   

Answers:
1.) Drew Bettge 2.) Jared Chapman 3.) Dustin DeBerry 4.) Eric Landgrebe 

    The legend, the mystery, 
the icon; this man is the 
face of pop culture. 

   Kanye West is known for 
his music as well as his persona. He has 
received much criticism for his wild antics 
and controversial statements. Most people 
only see the figure and not the man behind 
the Kanye West shades. The real Ye will be 
exposed. 
    Kanye was always a controversial figure; 
however, he didn’t truly become the man 
he is today without a certain trigger—his 
mother’s death.
    With his mother’s death, his care for 
his image faded, and he slowly but surely 
became the figure he is today. His mother 
was his role model and he loved her very 
much so. This death changed him from 
Kanye and intensified this new persona. 
As you noticed before his mother’s death, 
Kanye’s songs were less aggressive and 
more light in production. Also, after his 
mother’s death, his sound got a little dark-
er. A great example of pre-death Kanye 
is his late registration and graduation 
album. The themes weren’t as dark and the 
production contained more positive tones.  
After his mother’s death, albums such as 
808s & Heartbreak, My Dark Twisted Fan-
tasy, and Yeezus were drastically different 
than his previous albums. They contained 
darker themes and more negative tones in 
production.
     His mother’s  death not only affected 
his music, but also his image and persona.  
Kanye in media is often portrayed to be 
arrogant, selfish, and egotistic, but Kanye 

was not always that way. In the beginning, 
he was rather humble. Yes, he had a little 
bit of pride, but that is what is needed in 
show business. 
    When people talk about Kanye in his 
early career, they often say he was driven 
and motivated and well-aware of his talent. 
Kanye isn’t a person who undermines his 
talents. Even though he recognizes and 
flaunts his good attributes, he is well aware 
of his bad attributes as well. In his famous 
hit “All Fall Down,” from his 2004 College 
Dropout album, Kanye stated that every-
one is self-conscious but he was the first to 
admit it.  This mixture of honesty and self-
awareness might cause a lot of contradic-
tions and confusion. This is known to be 
the duality of Kanye. 
    Kanye is the epitome of duality. He has a 
lot of confidence, yet he is very self-critical. 
He has made a song about how he is a god, 
but made numerous songs about his faults. 
He has criticized those who exploit his 
community, yet he exploits them as well.  
He is a man of contradiction, and as time 
progresses, this becomes more apparent. 
No one knows what he is going to do.  This 
unpredictability causes him to be a charac-
ter full of intrigue. 
     Kanye is a dynamic and intriguing 
personality. Though he is known for his 
negative aspects, he still makes great music 
(except maybe Yeezus). Though he praises 
himself, he knows his limits and faults. 
Many do not see this duality and different 
sides of Kanye, but it needs to be known. 
Kanye is not a one dimensional character 
but like Shrek; he has layers. 

Ye or Nay

“You get to express yourself 
in different ways,” Contreras 

said. “You get to be your 
own unique person.” 

Christopher 
Madison
News Editor 

“Fashion takes courage,” Evans 
said.“[Fashion is] knowing that 

what you wear and how you 
express yourself is acceptable to 

yourself, rather than everyone 
else around you.”

“I value the way I look and the way I 
carry myself,” Hardyhardin said. 

“[Fashion] is my personal outlet, a 
physical way of going against the 
grain.” Turner said.

“Fashion is important [for] first 
impressions,” Vu said. “Because 
before you know someone, you 
see how they look.” 

“[Fashion] 
defines a lot of 
your character, 
improves your 
mood, and is 
a lot of fun,” 
Grigg said. 

The life, the legacy, the legend of Kanye West

1.)

2.)

3.)

4.)
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    A lot of things burn 
my toast. While some 
concepts and actions 

float my boat, the majority of what I face 
on a daily basis can only be equated to a 
paper cut on top of a paper cut or waiting 
at the DMV or commercials in general.
    At school, this is no different. Every 
day, I face situations that cause me to fill 
with frustration. With that being said, 
here is a list of things at the school that 
really get me going, that really grind my 
gears.
    Let’s be real here; the parking lot isn’t 
exactly safe. Every day, students must trek 
across the cement battle zone, dodging 
cars and buses and death at every corner. 
And I’ve seen crazy things, things like 
racing and people riding on the top of 
cars for fun. It’s only because of luck that 
I have lasted this long around drivers who 
are the “opposite of smart.” 
     But of course, the hallways have to also 
be discussed. I understand Manvel has 
a population problem. Don’t misunder-
stand me. I know not much can be done 
in regards to the population. However, 
this is a shout out to those who find it 
necessary to stop in the middle of the 
hallway, talk to others, and then proceed 
to get mad at those who tell them to 
move. Don’t get me wrong. It’s hilarious 
to stop people from getting to class. It’s 
totally funny to be in the way. No, stand 
in the middle of a walk way, please. (hint 
hint)
    With that being said, we should take a 

trip to the cafeteria. The cafeteria workers, 
laboring from early morning to long after 
the school day ends, do not have ‘security 
officers’ mentioned in their job titles. 
Guys, let’s just be honest with ourselves 
here for a second. Stealing is no laughing 
matter, and it should be taken very seri-
ously. The only way we can protect our 
own image and our own sense of school 
worth is to respect those who help make 
us who we are, Mavericks. The cafeteria 
workers just do not deserve to have food 
stolen, for stealing is destroying what they 
work hard to produce. Though not to 
say we all steal, it is still up to us to voice 
when something is wrong or immoral 
within Manvel’s walls. Just keep that in 
mind.
    The school is not getting any younger 
or newer, so if we want to work in nice 
facilities for the rest of our high school 
careers (I’m especially talking to the 
freshmen), then we must work together to 
make all of the school’s population aware 
that these are very real but very fixable 
problems and situations, easy to eliminate 
with common sense and some discipline. 
    Until we all get on the same page in re-
gards to student expectations, these prob-
lems will continue to escalate until people 
are napping in the middle of hallways or 
drag racing in the parking lot or stealing a 
pantry of food from the cafeteria. 
   It’s our school, and all problems in it can 
be solved if we all just work together and 
strive for it to be one of the best. 
    But still, it’s just high school, right?

What Grinds My Gears
Marco Amaya
Co- Editor-In-Chief

   A lot of things sizzle 
my bacon. While 
some concepts and 
actions grind my 
gears, the majority 

of what I face on a daily basis can only 
be equated to a good amount of retweets 
on my tweets or a discount on a slushy at 
Sonic or a new pair of penny loafers.  
   At school, this is no different. Every day, 
I face situations that fill me with joy and 
delight. With that being said, here is a list 
of things at the school that really get me 
going— that really float my boat.  
   I enjoy the diversity of this school. This 
school contains numerous cultures and 
numerous ethnicities. Homogeneity is not 
a trait of this school. Most schools do not 
have as much ethnic, cultural, and finan-
cial diversity as this school does, and sadly, 
this leads to limited and restricted views 
of different perspectives. However, this 
school has the luxury of a great diversity, 
thus the students are exposed to multiple 
views and perspectives.  
   Another aspect of the Maverick experi-
ence that I greatly appreciate is the effort 
and care the Manvel faculty puts into the 
school. Our teachers care so much about 
the students and see greatness in the 
student body. Whenever I needed help, or 
was struggling on a problem, the teachers 
were there to help and guide me through 
it. 
   With that being said, I also appreciate 
the support students have for each other. 
Students from different groups and differ-
ent clubs come together, and help when 

others are in need. Students not only sup-
port each other, but they support the fac-
ulty as well. The support and compassion 
the student body gave Principal Charlotte 
Liptack was overwhelming and inspiring. 
This not only showed the humanity our 
student body has, but showed the charac-
ter and morality that this school possesses. 
    Last year, the administration made a 
revolutionary contribution to the school. 
This contribution has two words: soft seat-
ing. Soft seating changed the school from 
a strict, monotonous, colorless place to a 
warm, colorful, and welcoming building. 
The soft seating sections allow students a 
place to be during walking or break peri-
ods. They also provide a comfortable envi-
ronment for students to work in. Teachers, 
students, clubs and organizations have 
grabbed opportunities to use these seating 
areas. This addition to the building adds 
spunk. Soft seating is a hit!
    What toots my horn is the amount of 
school spirit this school has. The amount 
of enthusiasm and energy we have towards 
school activities is grand and mighty. Our 
student body and faculty not only cheer 
and support the Mavericks, but also em-
body the spirit of the Maverick with pride 
and ferocity. It could be at a pep rally, vol-
leyball game, or football game; Mav spirit 
is shown with a force of a great typhoon.  
   It’s our school, and all we have can be 
more if we all just work together and strive 
for it to be one of the best. 
    But still, it’s just high school, right?

Christopher 
Madison
News Editor 

What Floats My Boat
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First Lady Michelle 
Obama has recently 
expressed her dis-
satisfaction with 

public school lunches and proposed a few 
alternatives to the “junkies” served in our 
cafeterias. In addition, Mrs. Obama allied 
with the U.S Department of Agriculture 
(USDA), a cabinet level agency that 
provides leadership on issues related to 
food, agriculture, and natural resources. 
According to an article from the Huff-
ington Post, Mrs. Obama and the USDA 
announced a revision to the guidelines for 
government subsidized lunch programs.
     It is my opinion that the good out-
weighs the bad. Public school students 
need to be exposed to less fattening foods. 
By reading this, some may come to the 
conclusion that Mrs. Obama is becoming 
exponentially infamous among public 
school students, but they aren’t the only 
ones who might find Mrs. Obama’s food 
policies a bit absurd. Mrs. Obama has also 
received the wrath of many Republicans. 
In fact, the GOP, another term for the 
Republican party,  claims that they are 
“making efforts to overturn Mrs. Obama’s 
school lunch policies.” 
    The main argument of the GOP is 
that Mrs. Obama’s new lunch program 
is causing schools to lose a vast amount 
of money. The GOP has even considered 
giving grant waivers to schools “victim-
ized” by Michelle Obama’s changes. 
One of the biggest dilemmas in this case 
is deciphering whether Mrs. Obama’s 
school lunch changes is just. I remember 
taking a walk to the vending machines. 
While I was there, I encountered a friend 
of mine who was ranting about the 25% 
less fat chips. She seemed to be dis-
gruntled about the fact that all the chips 
have a certain amount of fat and calories 
reduced. It was then that I got an under-

standing of the effect that Mrs. Obama’s 
new food polices have had on school 
students. Because we are all so used to 
the school selling fattening foods, some 
may have difficulty adjusting to these 
new changes. But then again, we must be 
realistic. When I tasted some of the diet 
chips from the vending machine, I could 
barely taste a difference between the chips 
and the chips sold last school year. 
    Michelle Obama’s food policy can be 
both good and bad, depending on one’s 
own perspective. The good side of this is 
that children who are victims of malnour-
ished or exposed to too many fattening 
foods can finally have access to healthier 
options. Also, parents who are cautious 
about what foods their children consume 
can have less concerns about the foods 
served at their child’s school. 
    On the downside, students may feel 
the urge not to eat school foods simply 
because they do not fit up to their taste 
standards. Many students enjoy sugary 
and fattening foods and probably see Mrs. 
Obama’s new food plan as a threat. For 
schools, these food regulations mean los-
ing loads of money. 
    This may seem like punishment to 
school students, but they must look 
deeply to understand the motive of why 
Mrs. Obama is doing this. America has 
one of the largest obesity rates in the 
world; especially among the youth. Be-
sides, Mrs. Obama’s new food regulations 
do not ban all unhealthy foods; rather, 
it just minimizes the amount of fat and 
sugar consumed. 
    We are still being served pizzas and 
hamburgers; the discrepancies are barely 
even noticeable. Something needs to be 
done about the obesity epidemic occur-
ring in our country, and with Michelle 
Obama’s policy, we are gradually becom-
ing a healthier youth. 

Lunchtime Unrest
Dana Kongo
Staff Writer

    Do you hate stand-
ing in long lines at 
the grocery store or 

the deli? How do you think the students 
at Manvel High school feel when they go 
to lunch? There are close to 3000 students 
in this school and they are all split up 
between 3 lunches. 
    I think the lunch lines are inefficient; 
they are way too long, people steal food, 
and students cut in line all the time. 
   Everybody complains about the lunch 
lines being too long. Well one problem is 
there are too many students in our school. 
Until the new high school is built, the lines 
will continue to be long and crowded, with 
pushing and running rampant within the 
hungry group. I’m not complaining about 
them being so long, I just think they could 
be better. They should make more lunch 
lines or a longer lunch period to mend 
the crowded cafeteria’s population. Some 
students even have trouble finding a seat. I 
wouldn’t want that because I love to eat! 
   Students steal food and snacks all the 
time. A lot of students witness it, but they 
don’t want to say anything because they 
don’t want to be a “snitch” or an instiga-
tor to a situation. You might think I’m 
shady or fake for this, but I don’t care. If I 

see someone stealing food I will call them 
out on it. Even with police officers and as-
sistant principals standing next to the line, 
stealing still occurs, especially in the actual 
lines to get trays and food.
    Last, but not least, students cut other 
students in the lunch lines just so they 
have enough time to eat. Students need to 
know that cheating is never permissible, 
and cutting other students for nothing 
more than “fun” will never work out well 
for them. There are always enough lines 
so that students can get their food out, 
but if those mentioned students want any 
efficiency to exist in the lunch line system, 
they need to know that cutting other 
students is absolutely not acceptable and is 
just plain rude. 
   So with that being said, I have a solution 
that many people will support. The school 
should make the lunches longer by about 
15 minutes. This way, the lines won’t be so 
long, students won’t steal as prominently 
(hopefully), and students won’t cut or skip 
as much. If the lunches were maybe 15 
minutes longer, students wouldn’t have to 
worry about rushing to finish their food or 
being late to class. 
    They say breakfast is the most important 
meal of the day… well, what about lunch?

Courtney Whatley 
Staff Writer  

Lunch Line Blues
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   The Manvel 
varsity football 
team ended 
their undefeat-
ed  season on 

Dec. 5 against Katy High School.
    The game, held at NRG Stadium, 
ended with a score of 45-17. The Katy 
tigers are now ranked tenth in the state. 
   “It was a great season,” head coach 
Kirk Martin said. “13-1 is nothing to 
sneeze at. Certainly we all wanted to win 
them all, but I am ultra proud of these 
boys and coaches. The support this year 
was amazing.”
   On Nov. 28 in the regional finals, the 
Mavs went head to head against the Cy 
Wood Wildcats. Afterwards, the Mavs 
advanced to the UIL Football quarter 
finals.
   “So far, this season has been good,” 
linebacker Jared Sharp said. “We’ve 
still got a lot to work on.”
   Earlier, on Nov. 21 the Mavs took 
on their next post season opponent the 
Fort Bend Travis Tigers. The Mavs 
were victorious with the score 76-23. 
  “We became more focused, and we 
grew closer as friends and brothers,” 
wide receiver Reggie Hemphill said. 
   On Nov. 14 the Mavs had their first 
post season game against the West-
brook Bruins. The Mighty Mavs came 
away with the win of 45-22. 
   “Our team is like a brotherhood,” 
quarterback D’Eriq King said. “Everyone 
is cool with each other.”
   Nov. 7 the Mavs had their last regular 
season against district rivals, the Pearland 

Oilers. Mavs came away victorious with a 
score of 35-33. 
    “We’ve done pretty well,” coach 
Kendrick Crumedy said. “We have a lot 
of little mistakes we have to clean up and 
play faster and play more aggressive, but 
besides that, we’ve played pretty good.”
      On Dec. 6 2013, last year, the Manvel 
Mavericks went head to head with the 
Katy Tigers in the very same, differently 
named, Reliant Stadium. The Mavericks 
ended the first half tied with Katy, at 14 
points. The game ended with the score of 
56-14. 
 

Hanging Up the Helmets
Christopher Madison
News Editor
Rayne Calhoun
Staff Writer

Varsity football team ends season after loss to rivals

Photo by: Karla Leyja
A Successful Drive
Junior D’Eriq King celebrates after a successful 
play.

Photo by: Karla Leyja
Aiming for the Middle
Senior Julius Montalvo runs in for a field goal 
attempt.

Photo by: Karla Leyja 
Before the Snap
The Manvel offensive line lines up against the 
Dawson Eagle defense. 

    Basketball
    The basketball 

teams have begun playing again after very 
successful seasons last year from both the 
girls and boy’s teams. 
    They started this year with tryouts and  
from this, the teams were set and they 
began to scrimmage and practice.
    “This year, we don’t have the luxury 
of having a Division One player that I’ve 
had the last three years,” head boys varsity 
coach Greg Devers said.
    The first district game on Dec. 12 for 
the boys will be against Dobie High 
School and will be important to seeing 
who is performing well and what teams 
have new talent on the lineup. Meanwhile, 
the varsity team waits for several football 
players to start practicing on the court.
    “Once we get them, I think we’ll come 
together as a team and then we can hit on 
all cylinders,” Devers said. 
    Soccer
   On the grass, the soccer teams have 
also been preparing for the spring season,  
with tryouts occuring for the girls teams 
in the week of Dec. 1.
    Head girls coach Scott Wilson, a new 
coach from Clear Lake High School, has 
been introduced to the Manvel team.
     “I just look forward to a good season, 
a healthy season,” Wilson said. “Helping 
the girls is super important, and I hope 
that we can put things together and get a 
couple of wins to start off our season, and 
once we get into the season, we’ll see how 
it goes.”

 Swimming
   The swim teams have  already started 
their seasons with strong results, compet-
ing in numerous competitions.
   The most recent meets, the Pearland ISD 
Invite on Dec. 12, the Alvin High School 
meet on Dec. 8, and the Brazosport Invi-
tational on Dec. 5 all lead up through the 
second semester to the spring UIL meets 
and State Finals on Feb. 21. 
    “We lost a lot of seniors last year, and 
we’ve had a few meets,” head swim coach 
Rick Veal said. “We’re doing pretty strongly 
with the guys and the girls are where we 
lost most of our kids last year, so the girls 
are still struggling along a little bit. I don’t 
know if we have a unified identity with 
them yet.”
    Baseball
    The baseball teams are beginning to take 
to the fields, practicing and participating 
in fall ball, or scrimmages during the fall 
against other teams.
    Now, the teams are preparing for the 
tryouts in late January. 
    “We’re excited about tryouts. We have 
a lot of returning players coming back 
from last year’s playoff team,” head coach 
Kelly Kerlin said. “We feel that we should 
have a good chance to be successful in the 
spring.”
    From here, the team looks to do better 
than last year, which ended with a 13-17 
record and a playoff run that showed the 
drastic improvement of the team in recent 
years. 
    “As a whole, it was a successful season, 
and we’re excited about the future of Mav-
erick baseball,” Kerlin said.

Sport Beats
Spring sports continue train-

Yearbook Courtesy Photo
Lining Up
At a kickoff, junior Reggie Hemphill gets in line with 
the rest of his team. 

Yearbook Courtesy Photo
Eyes on the Ball
Junior Brandon Bell runs in to help stop a play against West 
Brook High School. 

Yearbook Courtesy Photo
Run, Run, Number One!
Several Manvel players run for the endzone after an 
interception.

Marco Amaya
Co-Editor-In-Chief
Jennifer Nguyen
Staff Writer

l Start a recycling program at your school
l Car pool
l Use public transportation
l Use e-mail instead of paper correspondence

l Change incandescent bulbs to fluorescent bulbs
l Use both sides of the paper
l Plant a tree
l Buy rechargeable batteries for devices used frequently

Here is what you can do:

ThinkGreen [[

If every person takes one small step toward being more conscientious of the 
environment, the collective effort will change the planet.
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How did you feel about 
the fall volleyball 
season? 

“We got a lot better from the 
beginning of the season,” senior 
Bailey Jefferson said. “We beat 
Dawson and that was a big thing 
for us.”

“I think it went good,” senior 
Shelby Estes said. “We had a 
lot of fun. I think we could’ve 
gone further in playoffs, but it 
happens.”

“It was a really good season,” 
senior Cory Jo Martin said. 
“We accomplished a lot of good 
things, and I think everyone 
learned alot.”

Courtney Whatley
Richard Palma
Staff Writers


