
    Several MHS students 
advance to the auction 
level at 

The Houston Livestock 
Show and Rodeo (HLSR). 
HLSR hosts an art contest 
and auction for students 
across the Houston area 
annually. Rodeo art is 
where students have 
a chance to have their 
artwork displayed at the 
rodeo and put up for auc-
tion for a chance to win 
scholarship money.
    This year, Junior Kriston 
Manalo won best of show. 
Senior Jeanna Escobar 
received a special merit 
ribbon, qualifying her to 
go to the rodeo as well. 
Other students from 
Manvel qualified to go to 
the rodeo are senior Aaron Knight (who 
got in for 3D sculpture), Freshman Jackie 
Armenta, and Anna Chemplayil. Each stu-
dent’s piece will be displayed at the rodeo 
in March.
    “I didn’t really think I would win,” 
Manalo said.  “I didn’t think I would not 
win either.” 
    Manalo used graphite and blending 
tools to create his piece. She said the hard-
est part about this piece was getting the 
facial features of the old man.
    “Every year, I take a lot of pride in how 
many students we have place every year 
from Manvel High School and it’s just neat 
to see the opportunities they’re awarded 

because of this.” art teacher Victoria Sat-
terwhite said.

    The auction begins 
Sunday, March 15 at 
11:45 AM in the NRG 
center. 
    “Rodeo really is my 
favorite time of year for 
art,” Knight said. “It’s 
really competitive and 
a lot of people hate it so 
much, but I think that’s 
the reason I like it so 
much. I’m not really one 
for competition, but I 
know that I am pretty 
decently good at rodeo 
art and knowing that I 
have a good shot at it 
really inspires me.”
    Students in art worked 
hard over the course of a 
month and a half creat-

ing their pieces of art.
    “On March 7, we all go to this big 
awards ceremony at the rodeo and every-
one gets in for free and it’s just kind of 
cool.” Satterwhite said. 
    At the awards ceremony, students find 
out who gets to go to the auction. Judges 
rejudge all the pieces from every school 
district and pick at least 70 pieces out of 
all the districts in the Houston area.
    “At first, I was going to do a different 
piece, but someone had already finished it 
before I even got to start it, so I was really 
bummed, but luckily I found this piece 
and I fell in love with it.” Escobar said.

          
     

     Bowlers Reid 
Schuler and James 
Bertrand came 
home as gold med-
alists at the Special 
Olympics Bowling 
Competition in 
Austin on Feb. 9, 
for the first time in 
MHS history.
     The Special 
Olympics is an 
international 
organization that 
promotes higher-
level athletic train-
ing for children and 
adults with physical 
and/or intellectual 
disabilities. AISD 
participates in the 
basketball, track 
and field, and bowling Special Olympics 
events.
     “It’s the most rewarding thing,” Head 
of Delegations Pandora Boyle said, 
“watch[ing] those kids win and see their 
excitement when they see they got a 
medal. It’s just—goosebumps.”
     Though the victory hardware was easy 
to take home, preparing a champion team 

still took great strides of effort.
     “Some of [the kids[ would get gutter 
ball after gutter ball,” Boyle said. “Now 
after practicing for so long, they’re getting 
better and learning how to do it. It builds 
their independence—towards the end, 
they’re doing it all on their own.” 
     The road to state, however, provided 
them with many opportunities to im-
prove.

     “They first 
have to have 
10 practices,” Boyle said. “So we did them 
once a week on Thursdays from 6-8 p.m. 
That’s when the coaches go and help 
them, show them how they should be 
bowling, and tell them what they should 
do to improve. Then once you do your 
ten practices, you go to area competi-
tion. You play two games, and then they 

put you in teams 
depending on your 
scores. Once you 
do area competi-
tion, you move on 
to state. At state, 
you play three 
games.”
     It’s not all about 
competing, though. 
Members of the 
bowling team pick 
up valuable skill 
sets by participat-
ing.
     “They learn how 
to become team 
players, develop 
their own skills, 
ask for help, follow 
directions, become 
good sports, and 
they just learn how 
to become good 
athletes,” Boyle 
said.

    Though the bowling season has come 
to a close, AISD still has more opportu-
nities to excel in The Special Olympics. 
Starting in March, the lifeskills class will 
begin competing in basketball.
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Another successful year for rodeo art competitors
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Sunny Side Up
Junior Kriston Manalo won Best of Show 
with his art piece made with graphite.

Bowling Team celebrates first state championship victory

     The new Muslim 
Student Association 

(MSA) will be competing in a presti-
gious competition known as the Muslim 
Interscholastic Tournament (MIST) on 
April 24.
   MSA is a new club this school year, fo-
cused on spreading awareness of Islamic 
culture. Sponsored by English teacher 
Ashley Marquez, the club meets every 
other Wednesday 
morning in B128. 
So far, MSA has 
reached over 30 
members.
   “Nowadays, 
there’s a lot of 
like bad things in 
the media about 
Muslims,” presi-
dent Sara Aziz 
said. “We’re trying 
to have a better 
light on them by 
helping the com-
munity, helping 
the school, and 
volunteering. It’s also an education thing 
because we have a compeition.”
   When competing in MIST, members 
have the opportunity to participate 
in events such as debate. The club has 
already started signing up and preparing 
members to compete. 
   “Every single year, there’s a different 
theme for the competition,” vice president 
Bushra Hamid said. “This year, the theme 
is The Clarity of Sincerity.”
   MIST consists of five categories in 
which students can compete in. These 

categories include: Art, Knowledge and 
Quran, Writing and Oratory, Brackets, 
and Group Projects.
   “[MIST] is a student competition, kind 
of like UIL,” Hamid said. “The catego-
ries involve Quran recitation. It also has 
debate. I think I’m going to be competing 
in debate.”
   At each meeting, a Hadith of the Week 
is posted on the board. Hadith is a phrase 

or quote that 
promotes 
a positive 
outlook on life, 
or an idea that 
officers hope to 
spread to their 
members.
   “[I joined 
MSA] because 
I saw how pas-
sionate Bushra 
was about her 
religion,” junior 
Rebeca Chacko  
said. “I wanted 
to understand 

Islam not from what I hear, but truthfully 
what the religion is.”
   MHS students have been attempting to 
start MSA for about four years, following 
in the footsteps of many other Islam-
related clubs in schools nationwide.
   “This club gives everyone a chance to 
explore new cultures and be a part of the 
Muslim team and community,” junior 
Dina Zamil said. “It’s a great way to meet 
new people and to have fun together.”

Have a Little Faith
Get MISTified with MSAJennifer Nguyen

Staff Writer
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Morning Meeting
Members meet on Wednesday morning to discuss upcoming 
club activities. 
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Rolling for the Win
Gold Medalists Reid Schuler and James Bertrand pose for a 
photo at the state championship.
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Welcome Home
The team stands by as they are honored in front of the student body at the spring pep rally.
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     High school is a time 
for possibilities, evident in 
the number of students you 

may pass in the halls who each have a 
distinct role in our ever-advancing career 
world. While sitting in class, you may be 
in the midst of future doctors, lawyers, 
professional 
athletes, 
and even 
celebrities. 
One student 
in particular 
may be-
come highly 
recognized 
in the future 
of the music 
world for 
her talent. 
     Senior 
Erica 
Honore is 
on her way 
to leading 
the music 
charts as 
she takes 
hold of her 
passion for 
singing. 
Honore 
has already 
performed 
at multiple school functions and local 

events, which have led up to her currently 
preparing to record her first CD. Howev-
er, Honore still holds her family, friends, 
and country roots close to heart.
     In Jan., Honore touched the lives 
of many by performing at the Bal-
loon Release Ceremony. Senior Brelna 

Gasaway, was one of those 
who were deeply moved by 
her songs.
     “Erica’s singing was just 
beautiful,” Gasaway said. “It 
brought back a lot of memo-
ries.” 
     Of course, her vocal talent 
did not happen overnight. 
Since the age of fourteen, 
Honore has set and reached 
new standards for herself 
through constant training.
   “It’s easy to think that sing-
ing is so natural or that it’s 
no hard work- you just open 
your mouth and do it, [but] I 
work really hard. I spent two 
years learning the guitar, and 
I’m still learning. It’s a lot of 
practice,” Honore said.
     However, she did not 
solely depend on her 
technique; rather, what has 
kept Honore from giving up 
was the encouragement she 
receives from those close to 

her to keep going.. 

     “My parents support me a lot,” Honore 
said. “My dad goes everywhere with me 
when I’m singing. Without my parents, I 
wouldn’t be able to do anything because 

it’s a lot of work and dedication. I need 
that support especially because I’m only 
17.”
     With support from family and friends 
at the age of 14, she earned the opportu-
nity of a lifetime when she was invited to 
sing with Martina McBride.
     “I’ve always looked up to [McBride],” 
Honore said. “At one of her concerts, I 
held up a sign that said ‘Can I sing Any-
way with you?’ and she called me up on 
stage. It was awesome—I’m a country fan. 
It’s all I sing.”
     Honore sings for positive changes and 
speaks for those unable to do so by in-
cluding important messages in her songs.
     “I love writing songs that mean some-
thing [like] women’s empowerment,” 
Honore said. “ That’s what I’m all about.” 
     At the Balloon Release Ceremony, 
Honore performed alongside side her 
good friend, Hunter Hagdorn. After all 
the obstacles and triumphs on her road to 
fame, he gives her support and encour-
agement.
     “I believe that if she just keeps doing 
what she’s doing and keeps believing in 
God and chasing after her dreams, then 
one day she’ll make it,” Hagdorn said. 
   The future for Erica Honore is a bright 
one because of her passion and dedica-
tion to establishing her singing career.

Chords, Melodies and Harmonies
Liliana Marin     
staff writer

Erica Honore Sings to Lead

    Moka Hey is a Life Skills 
student operated coffee 

shop at Manvel High School that is grow-
ing so popular it has been featured on all 
local news stations.
     Moka Hey takes orders from the 
internet through a staff only link, as well 
as walk-up orders in the classroom after 
breakfast and after lunch. The students fill 
the orders, calculate the totals, and deliver 
them to classes. All the profits go to ben-
efiting the Life Skills students. 
     “We have no budget,” Life Skills advisor 
Grady McWhorter said. “[The students] 
pay for everything completely out of what 
they earn from the coffee shop.”    
     This small coffee 
shop began as a 
simple fundraiser. 
Before Moka Hey, 
the students were 
making and selling 
Christmas wreaths. 
Though the students 
were successful 
with their endeavor 
and sold a large 
amount of wreaths, 
the students found 
it to be a demand-
ing task to build 
them. After a long 
morning of working 
on the Christmas 
products, a former 
MHS employee and 
Jessica McBride went 
on a coffee run to a Starbucks. The order 
was fairly large and the employees were 
wondering how to carry all the coffee 
cups; through this struggle, the idea for 
Moka Hey was born. 

     “It was at that point that I realized we 
could sell coffee.” McWhorter said.
“It was a no brainer. There was no coffee 
shop in Manvel, and it would be an excel-
lent fundraiser.”
     The Life Skills students have dedicated 
a generous amount of time to this little 
coffee shop, and since December 9, 2010 
Moka Hey has exploded into a major hit. 
What began as a simple fundraiser sky 
rocked into a huge success. McWhorter is 
a teacher, mentor, and friend to the Life 
Skills students and the coffee shop has 
done wonders for the kids’ self-esteems.
     “I’m really proud of them and they are 
really proud of themselves,” McWhorter 

said. “We’ve 
had every 
single channel 
in Houston 
come here 
and film these 
kids which is 
really good 
for them 
because it has 
built their 
confidence.”
     If any fac-
ulty memeber 
has a hanker-
ing for coffee, 
they should 
make their 
way over to 
room E104 
and take a 

seat at the coffee bar or make an order 
ahead of time online. For more informa-
tion on how to order and coffee flavorings, 
see McWhorter in room E104.

Got Coffee?
School Coffee Shop Makes Headlines

Lexus Jacobs
staff writer

Yearbook Courtesy Photo
Service with a Smile
On his morning rounds, Chris Chea delivers teacher Barbara 
Wells a fresh cup of coffee.

Courtesy Photo
Star of the Show
Honore performs at a concert in pursuit of establishing her 
name in the music world.

Courtesy Photo
Shining Bright
With support from friends and family Honore 
keeps a positive attitude to never stop trying.
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     Their 
fingers 
moved up the frets of 
their guitars and they 

gripped their microphones, shouting out 
lyrics in their small practice space. They 
jumped around and banged their heads 
to the beats as if they were already on 
stage. These musicians with big dreams of 
playing for a packed stadium with flashing 
lights and adoring fans are starting from 
humble beginnings. One day they hope to 
be in an arena with loud fans singing their 
music back to them. One day they hope to 
be like their idols. One day they hope the 
world knows their name. 

     These artists are a local experimental 
metal band named Azoth. The band is 
comprised of junior James “Kesley” Rich-
ardson (vocalist, pianist and guitarist), se-
nior Kayse Musse (vocalist), senior Jacoby 
“Bobby” Quintanilla (bassist and vocalist), 
junior Alex Aguirre (bassist and vocalist), 

and senior Jacob Cravens (guitarist and 
vocalist), who attends Alvin High School. 
     “The word ‘azoth’ represents the corre-
lation between the beginning and the end, 
like the alpha and the omega.” Richardson 
said.
     The band has only been playing music 
together since the summer of 2014, but 
they individually have been playing music 
since they were young. Most of the musi-
cians have been strongly influenced by 
artists such as Pink Floyd, Cynic, Black 
Sabbath, and more. As kids, these artists 
picked up guitars and microphones and 
made music a priority in their lives.
     “When I first saw my cousin playing 
guitar… and [saw] live performances…I 
knew it was what I wanted to do for the 
rest of my life.” Quintanilla said.
     These artists have created a unique 
sound to their music which is what ap-
peals to their growing fan base. They want 
their music to make listeners think. The 
artists want it to make people feel things 
they have never experienced. The lyrics 
also tell strong stories. For example, their 

next album is all about the concept of 
death. In one of the new songs, The Al-
chemist, the 
main charac-
ter finds the 
Philosopher’s 
Stone which 
he uses to live 
forever. He 
is forced to 
watch all his 
friends and 
family pass 
on and the 
song speaks 
on the emo-
tions he goes 
through.
     “Our 
music is 
about any-
thing overly 
emotional,” 
Richardson said.
     The band has recently recruited a new 
member, Kayse Musse. The idea of him 
joining the band began as a joke, with 
he and Kesley playing around with the 
band’s music on the piano. However, at 
one point, he began to realize how much 
he enjoyed the musicality of Azoth’s music 
and he joined the band. He hopes to en-
hance their sound with his voice.
     “I want to bring more soul to the mu-
sic,” Musse said. 
     Music is a driving force between the 
members; it is a constant conversation 
topic as they can go on for hours about it. 
Music is everything to them all and each 
one of them has a strong belief that music 
changes lives. 

     “Whether you’ve had a good day or a 
bad day, music is always there for you,” 

Aguirre said. “It helps you express yourself 
and helps you understand other people’s 
views on life.”
     The five artists have created a bond 
over music and are more than just band 
mates, but great friends. They are just a 
bunch of fun loving guys with a music 
obsession.
     “If all my dreams come true, I’d just be 
making music with my friends for the rest 
of my life.” Richardson said.
     If Azoth has caught your attention then 
feel free to go to www.soundcloud.com/
azoth-5 and take a listen to their unique 
sound. You won’t regret it! 
    For more photos of Azoth and informa-
tion on more Manvel muscians, go to The 
Maverick Informer website.

Strumming Along
Lexus Jacobs
Alexis Caballa 
Staff Writers
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Rock Star Status 
James “Kesley” Richardson of Azoth strikes a 
pose for the camera. 

Photo By: Alexis Caballa
Jam Session
The guitarists (from left to right: Kesley, Jacob and Alex; Bobby, not pictured) jam-
ming out to one of their songs off their album cleverly titled, “Al-The-Bum.”

   Junior Xavier 
Pulikkathara 
finished a 
project for the 

Eagle Scouts, the highest rank that 
can be attained in the Boy Scout 
Program, on Feb. 7 in Galveston, 
TX.
    Pulikkathara’s project had mul-
tiple purposes and reasons behind 
it. One of the main purposes was 
for him to prove himself as a wor-
thy leader. 
    The project was about retiring 
flags, which requires several pro-
cedures. There is a saying “Stitch 
by stitch,” that the Scouts use to 
properly retire a flag, meaning that 
there is a particular way that the 
flag should be folded. Before gently putting 
the flag in the fire, the Scouts will recite the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
    ‘’It all started because my family has a 
long history of service and military leader-
ship,” Pulikkathara said.
     Pulikkathara wanted to show his respect 
to the nation through his project. The na-
tion’s flag represents leadership and honor 
for the nation. Pulikkathara also hopes for 
his community to learn to appreciate the 
American flag and view it as a symbol of 
leadership. 
    “It [was] a community benefit,” Pulik-
kathara said.
    Pulikkathara had trouble getting the 
word out for the Eagle Scout project and 
also had difficulty getting good responses. 
    “It’s not an easy thing,” Pulikkathara 
said. “Parents have a very positive reaction. 
Getting boys to react in a positive way to 
service is sometimes very difficult.”                
    Pulikkathara’s Scoutmaster Iris Bolton 

has heard of his project and is well pleased. 
Bolton is Pulikkathara’s personal coach, 
helping him attain his Eagle Scout rank.
    “The reason why I like [Eagle Scout 
projects] is because [they are] personal to 
you and [are] your original ideas,” Bolton 
said. 
     Bolton would like for this project to be 
remembered in the future. 
    “I hope Scouts reference this project, 
look to be inspired and think outside the 
box,” Bolton said.
   The Eagle Scout project that Pulikkatha-
tra worked on was based upon The Na-
tional Eagle Scout Association (NESA),  a 
group founded in 1972. The next year, the 
NESA Scoutmaster Award was created to 
identify charismatic Scoutmasters.  As of 
2013, the number of recipients of the Eagle 
Scout position was over 2 million. 
    “The Eagle Scout Project is meant to 
represent leadership in some sort of way,” 
Pulikkathara said. “If it is looking to im-
pact somebody’s life for inspiration, it can.”

Eagle Scouts Out and About
Branden Smith
staff writer 
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Learning the Ropes
Newcomer Kayse Musse sings along to the lyrics 

     Every school district 
needs leadership, wheth-
er it be in the classroom 
or the cafeteria. This dis-

trict has seen its fair share of leaders in its 
history, and marking a spot in a long line 
of superintendents is the recently inducted 
Dr. Buck Gilcrease.
     Many probably know of him, but few 
know of his past, and even fewer know 
of his vision for the future of Alvin ISD. 
However, to see the future, one must see 
his past.
     Gilcrease came from Hillsboro ISD, 
a suburban town a little South of Dallas. 
He worked there as the superintendent for 
seven years. With family around the AISD 
area, Gilcrease already had been familiar 
with the district and how it operated. He 
started his job when students came back 
from winter break on Jan. 5.
     “I’ve always liked the area, and I’ve al-
ways liked the people here,” Gilcrease said. 
“When the opportunity came to investigate  
the possibility of this job, I jumped on it.”
     Already, Dr. Gilcrease has shown his 
vision for the district, which lies within 
giving trust to teachers.
     “I would say that, more than anything, 
he believes in teachers having choice be-
cause they’re the experts over their content 
and they know each of their students,” 
principal Charlotte Liptack said. “They 
know what’s best. His beliefs about that 
far exceed any other leader that we’ve had 
previously.”
     Dr. Gilcrease has already proceeded 
to his vision by hosting many seminars 
and discussions with teachers to better the 

interpersonal connection between teach-
ers and students.  The improvements can 
already be seen in the classroom setting. 
     “My goal is to make sure that what 
goes on in the classroom everyday is the 
most important thing going on in the 
school district,” Gilcrease said. 
     Along with improvements in class-
room atmosphere, another way the super-
intendent wants to improve education is to 
put an emphasis on new teaching designs 
that are guided to the individual students’ 
needs and wants.
     “You’ve gotta have a deep and ap-
propriate relationship with students and 
you’ve gotta have a deep and appropriate 
relationship with classroom standards, 
those things you’re teaching,” Gilcrease 
said. “When you put those two together, 
it’s magic.”
     During his first months as the super-
intendent, Gilcrease has see the school 
district’s rich diversity, and has seen the 
benefits that different cultures together can 
bring.
     “The diversity of the district makes it 
fun,” Gilcrease said. “There are ways that 
you can experience just about anything 
you want in our school district.”
     Dr. Buck Gilcrease brings a warm feel 
to an already inviting district, and above 
all else, brings a new and vibrant vision to 
each school that he helps to run.
     “There’s nothing better than seeing 
teaching and learning and all that good 
stuff, as well as the campus atmosphere 
with students going about their days,” 
Gilcrease said. “I like to be there and watch 
those things going on.”

First Year Fame
New superintendent ready to finish the year

Marco Amaya
Co Editor-in-Chief
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The Flames of Freedom
Junior Xavier Pulikkathara (far right) prepares to burn a flag for 
his service project. 



        Crazy, isn’t it, to 
imagine a life without 
the blessings that are 
emojis. Crazy, itmis, to 
imagine a time before 

we could flirt with a small yellow face. 
Crazy, it is, to imagine a world where 
the phrase ‘Merry Christmas’ could be 
summed up with a picture of confetti and 
a small virtual Santa Claus.
   Even though emojis have given us a new 
opportunity to convey language, we have 
to be real for just a moment: some of the 
emojis are just plain dumb.
   With that being said, here is our list 
of the worst and dumbest emojis for the 
iPhone.

The Cat Emojis 
In all honesty, the 
cat emojis have 
to be some of the 
weirdest on the 
keyboard. Aside 
from the obvious 

repetition from the “normal” emoji faces, 

the cats look as if they come from a horror 
movie. Ever see a smiling, blushing cat in 
real life? Ever see one in your nightmares? 
Exactly. The cats are a must go.

The Emoji Family 
No, not the 
individual faces. 
The one where 
the family is all 
huddled together 
in a group picture. 
Have you ever 
looked at them closely? Do it now. Seri-
ously, pull out your phone and do it. If 
their black, souless eyes don’t terrify you, 
then you either have no soul as well, or 
you have seen too many things in your 
lifetime.

The Turban Guy and the Chinese Man 
Emojis
Why are the only 
“diverse” emo-
jis so blatantly 
stereotypical? 

#thatsjustracist 

The One-Hump 
Camel
First off, why are 
there two camels, 
yet the only His-
panic is debatably 
the guy with the 
really thick moustache? Is camel represen-
tation so important? Does the world have 
a large camel population using iPhones? 
Are camels superior to human beings? 
Secondly, it’s hideous. Why is this one so 
much more detailed than the two hump 
camel? And the hump, the singular hump, 
looks like an overly-exaggerated cartoon 
bruise.   

The Poop Emoji
Karla especially 
doesn’t like this 
one: “It’s only ever 
been used against 
me.”

The ??? Emojis
So we don’t re-
ally know what 
these emojis 
are called, but 
nonetheless, 
they bother 
us to death. 
None of them 
really serve a purpose, and since Apple 
has launched the emoticons into the 
keyboard, have sat in the corner, the lesser 
loved emojis... the outcasts of the virtual 
world. 
    Don’t get us wrong, emojis are amazing 
ways to express feelings that cannot be 
summed up through words. However, we 
have to face it. These emojis just have to 
go. 
    And 
P.S., the 
sun emoji 
and moon 
emoji 
need to 
face each 

In the begin-
ning, there was 

theatre. It was perfected by many genera-
tions, but soon, innovation hit. 
   The development of the moving picture 
changed the way we looked at visual sto-
ries. For nearly a century, movie theaters 
and television had been the dominant 
way of viewing this medium.  However, 
the wind of change blew once more. 
   Netflix arrived, and with it came great 
power and splendor. Netflix capitalized on 
its large collection of movies and instant 
streaming abilities, allowing many users 
to enjoy TV shows and movies with ease. 
Netflix not only changed the film industry 
but life of the average citizen. 
    Netflix had a simple and humble begin-
ning. Marc Randolph and Reed Hastings 
founded the company in 1997 in Scotts 

Valley, California. Its original service was 
a pay-to-rent service through the internet. 
It was  the internet version of Blockbust-
ers. However, in 1999 Netflix made a great 
modification to their service in which 
they made it subscription based. Netflix 
gained enough traction that they wanted 
to be acquired by Blockbuster; ironically, 
Blockbuster declined. 
   Netflix grew exponentially yearly. In 
2002 they had gained 670,000 subscrib-
ers. By 2005, they were delivering around 
1 million DVDs a day. In 2007, Netflix 
delivered its billionth DVD. After this 
accomplishment Netflix introduced a new 
platform that will soon dominate their 
services, Internet streaming. This service 
made Netflix one of the leading providers 
of visual media. With over 50 million sub-
scribers globally, Netflix’s influence and 

power in the media distribution  allowed 
them to venture into new territory.
    In 2013 they debuted their first show 
House of Cards. This political drama 
hailed success, gaining praise from crit-
ics and viewers alike. Netflix’s following 
efforts grew more with great successes 
such as Orange is the New Black. Many 
Netflix-produced shows gained accolades 
and awards. House of Card and Orange 
is the New black have been nominated 
for Golden Globes and Emmy’s. Two 
Netflix-produced documentaries have 
been nominated for an Oscar: The Square 
in 2014 and Virunga in 2015.   Netflix has 
become largest and most relevant source 
of entertainment in this digital age.
    Netflix grew in a fashion very similar 
to most great technology; however, its 
success stems from it using the latest 

technology as a tool for service. In their 
first form they just delivered movies from 
online rental request which was good 
business for around ten years. Next, they 
revolutionized a new form or medium 
for film distribution in internet stream-
ing. Through time they have evolved and 
adapted to the latest technology and that 
has kept them strong. 
    Another factor that led to their success 
is their large selection of movies and TV 
shows. With thousands upon thousands 
of content to select, one can always find 
something to watch. Netflix’s accessibil-
ity through technology and wide array of 
content allowed it to grow and gain the 
traction it has at the moment.  
   Netflix has rose from a tech startup to 
the biggest company in entertainment 
and media. 
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Karla Leyja
Co Editor-in-Chief
Marco Amaya
Co Editor-in-Chief

Emojis? More like E-no-jis.

Silver Screen Success: The Story of Netflix
Christopher Madison            
News Editor

What emojis did wrong in social media world
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         The world revolves 
around apps. We all use 
them, and more often 

then not, they dictate our lives. 
   You’re probably on one right now, if not, 
you have used them at least once. Ever 
taken a picture? You’ve used an app. Ever 
go on Twitter? You’ve used an app. Ever 
tried to flap a bird through a bunch of 
pipes? You’ve used an app. 
    Here is a list of some of the top apps in 
the App Store and Google Play Store. 

   

Chris Evans
staff writer

Kings of the Electronic Hill

A Year in Movies
   Some of best films of Hollywood in 2014-2015Richard Palma            

staff writer

Six apps to check out soon

    Taken 3 
    Bryan Mills (played by award-winning 
Liam Neeson) and his ex-wife, Lenore 
(played by actress Famke Janssen) are en-
joying a peaceful time of life when Lenore 
is brutally murdered. Bryan is framed for 
the crime and flees, with the CIA, FBI and 
police all in hot pursuit. For the last time, 
he hunts for Lenore’s real killers, taking his 
revenge and protecting the one important 
thing left in his life: his daughter, who is 
surprisingly still alive.
    In my opinion, it’s a really good movie 
and I love how a huge twist occurred at the 
end, one that had to do with Neeson being 
framed. The movie is full of action, and I 
love it because there are so many turns and 
you don’t know what’s gonna happen next, 
or if that Pearson is gonna die or not. The 
movie zeroed in on $100 million dollars, 
and was an instant hit in the box office. 
    

Photo by: www.latimes.com

Trivia-Crack
A brand new game that tests your knowl-
edge on different subjects such as history, 
world geography, sports, science, enter-
tainment, and art.  Compete with friends 
or random people, and every time you get 
three correct answers, the game gives you 
the characters of the subject. 

 Afterlight
 This picture 
editing app allows 
you to choose 74 
unique filters and 
unique textures 
that are fully edit 
able just the way 
you like it. The app 
is $0.99, but once 
you get it, it’s
completely worth 
it.

Five Nights at Freddy’s 2
Five nights at Freddy’s 2 is inspired on a 
an actual crime event in 1987 at a Chuck 
E. Cheese. The plot is about a security 
guard working the night shift in pizzeria. 
During the night, the animatronics in the 
building tend to walk around and come 
alive. The point of the game is to survive 
five continuous nights by watching camer-
as and avoiding the deathly animatronics. 

Crossy Road 
This game is all about concentration. Tap 
to move the cartoon character across the 
map, avoiding oncoming traffic, water, 
trains, and a giant eagle that swoops in 
from the sky. A good game for passing the 
time and rage quitting after five tries. 

Dumb Ways to Die 2
Branching out from the first game, Dumb 
Ways to Die 2 is an extension out of a 
popular PSA that was on the TV warning 
people about safety around trains. The 
game features several mini-games that 
all pertain to comedish cartoon deaths. 
Funny and meaningful, the perfect combi-
nation for a game.

 Fury
    This film takes place at the end of World 
War 2. In my opinion, it is one of the best 
films I have ever seen that takes place in 
the 1940’s. Five brave soldiers are at war 
with the Germans, and go on an important 
mission that will save many, but something 
goes wrong. If you want to see an edge sit-

ting, nail eating, sweaty hands action, film, 
it’s FURY.
    I love the fact that this film takes place 
in war. I am not saying that I like war, but 
I like the action that takes place in the 
movie that randomly pop ups and is unex-
pected. The silence the movie has in some 
parts will show you what war was and is.
    The movie was a success in theaters and 
made about $7,406 for the average theater 
per week. Fury won the box office Con-
quers Competition with $23.5M. 

 Project Almanac
    Time travel. 
    Some curious teenagers build a time 
machine and they discover the ability of 
going to the past. Because of their new 
ability, they are able to make crazy changes 
to their lives to “have better futures,” but 
their fun is over when they discover the 
ripple effects from what they changed in 
the past. Watch teenagers make the world 
go crazy, because of their actions and their 
mysterious project— Project Almanac.
    I always loved time traveling movies, 
whether they’re adventurous or mysteri-
ous. My opinion on this kind of movie 
is that the teenagers that time travel are 
dumb. I would use this ability to time trav-
el back to things that would not change 
the future. I would use it to understand 
the past. I don’t know, maybe to meet 
important people or see important things.    
Project almanac came up with a box office 
revenue of $21.9M, which is a little less 
than the film Fury. Project Almanac had a 
budget of $12 million.

 Hunger Games: Mock-
ingjay Part One
    Survival:  The state or fact of continuing 
to live or exist, typically in spite of an ac-
cident, ordeal, or difficult circumstances. 
    Katniss Everdeen has escaped the 
games in her last film, Catching Fire, and 
has been going through many things 
with Peeta Mellark, one of the other main 
characters in the movie. In the film, Peeta 
is captured by President Snow, and is 
tortured and brain washed under Snow’s 
control.    
    All districts are tired and will not take 
any more of the pain they go through day 

by day. See how Katniss Everdeen rises 
with the rest of the districts against the 
Capitol.
   The movie came out to be very good. I 
like how they made a part one so it could 
leave you with a thought to what is going 
to happen in part two. I just really don’t 
like the fact that in the movie, some of the 
rebels record her and make some kind of 
documentary showing her surviving. I 
find that to be dumb. 
    The movie box office came up to up 
to $22.1 million, there budget was $125 
million.

Photo by: www.imdb.com
Photo by: www.examiner.com

Photo by: thisisinfamous.com

Beats Music
    This one is for all of the music lovers, 
the ones who jam to Gambino or cry to 
Drake. Beats music allows you to access 
over 20 million songs from different art-
ists. 

Before you 
start, it makes 
you choose dif-
ferent genres of 
music like rap, 
gospel, country, 
or more. Art-
ists like Luke 
Bryan, Be-
yonce, Lecrae 
and many 
others are fea-
tured, and the 
wide array of 
genres brings 
to the table our 

culture in the form of music.
    One of the features that you can explore 
would be The Sentence. This lets you 
make your own playlist based on your 
selection of sentences.

In conclusion, the apps above are some of 
the leading apps in the App store and the 
Google Play Store. Whether we like it or 
not, apps will always be a part of our lives. 
We might as well enjoy them to the best 
of our ability.
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  In my opinion, Starbucks 
isn’t even that good. Hon-
estly, it’s just an overpriced 
coffee in a paper cup. Why 
should I spend $10 on ONE 

cup of mediocre coffee? 
    I like my Keurig 
machine, a lot. It allows 

me to make my coffee however I want in 
the comfort of my own home. I make my 
food exactly how I want, and my desserts 
aren’t overpriced. If I go to Starbucks, 
I have to get myself dressed and ready 
for 5 minutes of being out (if I’m lucky). 
Starbucks is always so packed, and I don’t 
understand why.
    One day, I went in to get my Pumpkin 
Spice Latte (PSL). It was the middle of the 
day, so I figured it wouldn’t be busy. Boy, 
was I wrong! It was a MADHOUSE. I was 
in there for 45 minutes just waiting on 
my latte. And to make matters worse, the 
coupon I was going to use didn’t include 
PSLs! Two strikes in one visit.         
    Now don’t get me wrong— their grand 
variety of flavored tea and coffee is a nice 
change from what I’m used to drinking 
daily, but it’s just too overpriced. I have to 
make the choice between a grande cap-
puccino and a muffin or just a venti. That 
usually leaves me so beyond confused and 
frustrated. Why should I have to choose? 
Why?
    If you think about how the food 
selection is Starbucks, you would think 
it would be good right? Well, it’s not. 

One cold evening, my boyfriend and I 
were hungry. We decided to stop in at 
Starbucks for coffee and a sandwich. He 
wanted the Chipotle Turkey Panini, so 
I, being the loving girlfriend I am, went 
with his choice (I will never let him pick 
the sandwich again). The turkey was still 
frozen, the cheese wasn’t melted, and the 
Panini bread was burnt. Even when we 
asked for a new HOT sandwich it wasn’t 
good. Plus, their cheesecake is always on 
the warm side, and NOBODY likes warm 
cheesecake.
    Cake pops, we all love them and we all 
want them. Not from Starbucks! When 
I ate that beautiful cake pop, I couldn’t 
get over the fact that they are soooooo 
expensive (sad face). I wanted a million of 
them. Sadly, because I bought a venti Va-
nilla Bean I could not purchase any more. 
Now, maybe that’s my fault for not being 
prepared with the right amount of money, 
but who knew one simple trip to a coffee 
shop would empty my wallet?
    In conclusion, Starbucks is super over-
rated. I love my PSLs as much as the next 
girl, but I can’t. I literally can’t. I love see-
ing some cute baristas, but it’s too pricey 
and the lines are always ridiculous. My 
mother makes amazing sandwiches and 
my friend Mikayla makes great cake balls. 
I could just sit at home (in my pajamas)
with a bare face, walk to my kitchen, press 
a button and get my wonderful cup of 
coffee and then return to my episode of 
Grey’s Anatomy on Netflix. 

Starsucks Coffee

Rayne Calhoun
staff writer
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Manvel High is a diverse na-
tion of people from all walks 
of life; it is one of the things 
we take pride in as Mavs. 
During passing periods, we 

take in a variety of cul-
tures, languages, and cus-
toms every day.  What you 
may not notice, however, 

is a person who has “over-excitabilities”. 
These are traits, popular in “gifted” students 
that make the normal senses feel more 
extreme. It’s not a disease or condition. It’s 
just a trait you’re born with like brown eyes 
or blonde hair. However, these personal  
extremities can shape perception in a way 
that, while it makes them bright or creative, 
can distance them from other people.   
  As a person with varying degrees of all five 
types, I will do my best to explain each:

   Psychomotor: Sometimes, just sitting in 
class is unbearable. I can’t be the only one 
who thinks so. I mean, there are times I 
just want to bolt out of the room. I’m not 
upset or anything. I just have all this energy 
I don’t know what to do with. This intensity 
can also come in the form of fast talking, 
overeating, nervous tics, and lots of gestur-
ing- especially when you talk. 

   Sensual: Remember imagining you had 
super vision or awesome hearing like your 
favorite superhero? Well, for intense people, 
it actually makes a mess of things at times.
When you eat something good, it’s excel-
lent. When you see or hear something 
pretty, you might actually cry. But when you 
come across something bad, it’s horrifying. 
Sensual intensity also makes one sensitive 

to bright lights and loud sounds.
    
    Imaginational: The only way I can think 
of explaining it is like having mental movies 
in your head. When I daydream, I can ex-
plain in rich detail everything I see. Dreams 
take on a realistic feel all the time which 
can be awesome or terrifying. Stephanie 
S. Tolan calls these people “strong visual 
thinkers”. They are naturally creative.

   Intellectual: In elementary school, you 
probably took a test to find whether you 
belonged to a “GT” (gifted and talented) 
class. Contrary to the myth that only kids 
with good grades were smart, people with 
this intensity express their nerdiness with 
their love for puzzles, brain teasers, learning 
things, and complex reasoning. There are a 
lot of people who go unnoticed in this area 
as far as IQ standards go but like Einstein 
said:”If you judge a fish by its ability to climb 
a tree, it’ll always think it’s stupid.”

   Emotional: The emotionally intense feel 
“happier than happy, sadder than sad, and 
angrier when angry”. It’s hard to keep from 
screaming at a good surprise or crying 
when a favorite character dies. If you’re 
like me, you may have a deep respect for 
animals and especially friendships. That 
doesn’t necessarily mean you have lots of 
friends but that you value them like family.
   Manvel High is full of  young adults who 
contribute creative and unconventional 
perspectives to make ordinary a little more 
awesome. By raising awareness of these in-
tensities, classrooms can operate differently 
for people like us. Until then, let’s just take 
pride in everything that makes us strange.

Extremity Remedy

Liliana Marin
staff writer

    When hip hop originated 
in late 1978, the whole 
motive of the genre was to 
raise self-awareness and 
uplift the struggling youth. 
From 1978 to the 1990s, 
hip hop was dominated by 
consciousness with rap art-

ist rapping about the government, police 
brutality, racism, corruption, teenage 
pregnancy, and the “stop the violence” 
movement proposed by New York rapper 
KRS-One. Hip hop nowadays, I believe, 
has taken a turn for the worst. Rap art-
ist are barely implementing insightful 
messages to the youth but rather corrupt-
ing their minds. KRS-One once said “If 
hip hop has the ability to corrupt young 
minds, it also has the ability to uplift 
them.” This still holds a lot of relevancy 
today, and is something that mainstream 
rap artist of today tend to not keep in 
mind. 
    Most of the content that early rap art-
ists rapped about includes issues that still 
occur today: police brutality still happens, 
discrimination still exists, crime within 
the black community still exists etc…
    One day I was browsing YouTube 
and came across a video starring Young 
Thug and an interviewer. When asked 
if he thinks rappers should speak on 
social issues in regard to the Michael 
Brown verdict, he went off topic and then 
finally said no. The underlying problem 
with modern rappers is that they have 
completely forgotten the messages hip 
hop artist were trying to convey to their 
listeners. When tragic beating of Rodney 
King occurred in the 1990s, many rap-
pers like KRS-One, Tupac Shakur, Nas 
and the Getoboys expressed outrage with 
the event. I think it is crucial as African 
American rap artist to use their talent to 
guide the youth and particularly the youth 
in the black community. 

     Despite the “thug” and “menace to so-
ciety” image that the media made him to 
be,  Tupac Shakur is by far an iconic rap-
per because his rap songs were dominated 
by wisdom and “woke people up to smell 
the coffee.” He was a poet who was angry 
with the system, yet very caring towards 
the people in his community. When Lata-
sha Harlins was shot in a Korean market 
in 1991, Shakur dedicated his rap song 
Keep Ya Head Up to her, in commemora-
tion of police brutality victims. Similarly, 
rap group N.W.A’s music was banned 
from the radio because of their outrage 
with police committing violent crimes in 
their community.
     Despite their constant use of profanity 
and vulgar lyrics, they stood out to many 
hip hop fans because they were for the 
people and not chasing money.
     Modern hip hop artists, in my opinion, 
lack quality and diversity. When I turn 
the radio on to a hip hop station, all I hear 
are rappers bragging about having, cars, 
money, women, and clothes. Material-
ism is very big in the hip hop industry 
nowadays; corrupting young minds into 
thinking having expensive clothes is an 
accurate measurement of superiority.    
    Many young black boys and girls look 
up to these modern hip hop artist like 
gods. But why? Tupac told women they 
are beautiful and should keep their heads 
up, Lil Wayne can’t say mention women 
in a song without using profane language.  
In Tupac’s Brenda’s got a baby, his goal 
was to uplift young black girls and raise 
awareness about teenage pregnancy. 
Where is this insight in modern rap today?  
    I do not want to be mistaken, for I am 
the biggest hip hop fan one can ever now. 
But there’s a difference between real rap 
and rap made by artist only for the lust 
of money.  Wu-tang was for the children. 
Who raps for the children today? 

Hip Stop

Dana Kongo
Staff Writer

Senior Will Time!! 
Forms available March 23



 The basketball 
teams have had 
enormous success 
this year, with nu-
merous wins under 

their belts and numerous players receiv-

ing honors. 

Boys Basketball  
    On Feb. 27, the boys basketball team 
lost against Fort Bend Travis. The game, 
played away, was the last game of their 
season ending with a score of 69-45. 
     “Our basketball season went as well as 
we expected,” head coach, Greg Devers 
said. “We finished second in district.”
      Earlier, the team played against West 
Brook High School, winning with a score 
of 69-53.
    “We had a lot of young players in there 
at one time,” Devers said. “We finished up 
strong.”
     The week before, the team played at 
home against its rivals from Pearland, 
Pearland High School. The game ended 
in overtime with a score of 65-59.
    “Next year I look forward to winning 
a state championship.” Sophomore Jason 
Scott said.
   
Girls Basketball
    The girls basketball team ended their 
season with a loss to North Shore on Feb. 
24. The final score 63-40.
    The game, their [second?] playoff game 
marked a momentous point in the sea-
son, a make-it-or-break-it moment. 
Though they fell short, the team was 
impressed by its season performance.
    “I was very proud of how the girls 

played this season,” head coach Bryan 
Harris said.  “We had good leader-
ship and chemistry and had a lot of fun 
this year.”
    Earlier that week, on Feb. 20, the girls 
played against Clear Falls High School 
winning 37-24. 
    “We [had] a lot of work to do on the 
offensive end.  I think the returners ]
were] up to the challenge.” Harris said.
    The girls played on Feb 17. against 
Sterling with the score landing at 36-54
   “I think this group improved on accept-
ing their roles and communicating on 
and off the court,” Harris said. “We have 
to get stronger and faster on the court.  
We also need to work on being mentally 
stronger.”
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Hoop Heaven
Basketball teams finish another amazing season

Dugout talk
How do you feel about the baseball/softball season so far?Rayne Calhoun

Staff Writer
Courtney Whatley
Staff Writer

“We have a great team this 
year.”- Donovan Lewis

“Baseball helps build friend-
ships.”- Cody Campbell

“I feel like it’s going to go well 
if we work as a team.”- Jillian 
Thomas

“I’m looking forward to this 
season, its going to be fun.” - 
Cecily Macias 

“My teammates are like my fam-
ily, this softball season we have 
gotten so much closer. #FI”- Bay-
lee Allender

“Softball is fantasic and I love 
the team.” Breanna Boening.

Photo by: Karla Leyja
Think Fast
Junior Lauren Taylor recieves a pass and prepares 
for a shot for the basket. 

Photo by: Karla Leyja 
Half-court Hustle
Senior Ariana Sanders looks for an open player 
down-court. 

Yearbook Courtesy Photo
Jumping for the Stars
A Manvel varsity player jumps up to the hoop for a 
dunk during warm-up. 
Yearbook Courtesy Photo
Dribbling for Days
Junior D’eriq King dribbles down the court looking 
for a pass.

Rayne Calhoun
Staff Writer
Courtney Whatley
Staff Writer

Yearbook Courtesy Photo
Defending District
Senior Mohamad Hussein and junior Ryan Hudson 
block opponent. 

“ I feel as if the baseball sea-
son will go great, yeah! I’m 
thankful.”- Austin Alexis

“Baseball is the great game 
of life.”- Shane Jackson
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