
    After weeks of anticipation, it is the 
night of the red carpet event. The limou-
sine pulls up in front of the building, and 
the driver steps out and opens the door. 
The stars, wearing their best fashion, 
make their way up to the door, where they 
are swarmed by the paparazzi before they 
head in for a night of dancing and fun.
    This was the scene at Night to Shine, a 
prom event designed especially for people 
with special needs that a number of Man-
vel students attended.
    Night to Shine is a program sponsored 
by the Tim Tebow foundation where 
people with special needs 16 years of age 
and older can have an “unforgettable 
prom night experience.” The event took 
place on Feb. 12 at New Hope Church in 
Manvel.
    “[Night to Shine] changed Valentine’s 
Day weekend from simply a celebration of 
love, to a celebration of God’s love, people 
with special needs and the value of life,” 
according to New Hope Church’s website. 
    The celebration included the “royal 
treatment” for the attendees, which 
consisted of photo opportunities, makeup 
and shoeshine stations, a limo service 
around the block, and every participant 
being crowned a king or queen of the 

prom. 
    “They also got a buddy to dance with, 
to sit at the table with, to just hang out 
with,” special education teacher Kim 
Atchison said.
    Seniors Alexia Guiton, Chase Las-
koskie, Gideon Davis, Christopher Chea, 
and Reid Shuler; juniors Jasmine Jefferson 
and Marte Jasso; and freshmen De’monte 
Benn and Natasha Eddy were among 
those who attended.

    “I went there and chilled,” Davis said. 
“And talked with the girls.”
    Chea said he enjoyed the food, the mu-
sic, the dancing, and the people and that 
he is making plans to go again next year.
    “I liked the limo ride and the arrival 
on the red carpet,” Chea said. “I’d like 
to thank the volunteers, the New Hope 
Church, and the Tim Tebow Foundation 
for the great time we had.”
    As part of the event, the special educa-

tion department held a dress drive and 
provided clothing for a number of at-
tendess.
    “Many dresses have been donated of 
all shaped and sizes,” Atchison said. “The 
church has a ton. We made sure they all 
[got] to the right place.”
    New Hope was selected by the Foun-
dation to join over 200 other churches 
around the world to host a Night to 
Shine.   
  

    With ten games won so far and only 
two losses for the season, the Boys Var-
sity Soccer team is heating up the compe-
tition for district playoffs. Making district 
is a first for the Maverick soccer players, 
who are setting new standards for their 
home school and district rivals.
    Head coach Noe Cerezo has seen 
significant improvement in his team’s 
performance and is pulling out all the 
stops to continue the trend.
     “Everything’s connected to how they 
practice, how committed they are to what 
they’re doing, and just working hard,” 
Cerezo said. “I talk to them to get it in 
their heads that you’ve got to try every 
single time and play every game like it’s 
your last one.”
    Senior and varsity player Lorenzo 
Castillo extends Cerezo’s ideals into the 
game with his teammates. Their efforts at 
each game do not go unrecognized by the 
scoreboard. 
    “We are actually working really hard 

and leaving our hearts out on the field,” 
Castillo said. “Our coach is very hard 
with us, but it pays off once we win 
games.”
     Through a strict training regimen and 
with the support of other players on the 
team, everyone is expected to contribute 
their best work. Juan Arzate, senior and 
varsity player, knows his performance 
reflects on not only himself and his team, 
but on the high school he plays for.
     “Discipline is the key, along with the 
determination of each of us to do our 
best,” Arzate said. “I just try to do my best 
every time. I play for the pride of Manvel 
and that keeps me motivated.”
     When the game is over, though, the 
team is still a team as Arzate describes.
    “We work as a unit,” Arzate said. “My 
teammates are like my brothers. I want to 
be there for them.”
    Cerezo is well known for the expecta-
tions he has for his soccer group. To pro-
pel the team to victory, he believes each 

person’s mentality is vital to the outcome 
of their plays.
    “I tell them, ‘look guys, this is a chance 
to make history. Keep trying and put 
the effort you need to put in.’ They now 
believe things can happen their way and 
that they can get this done,” Cerezo said. 

    Player Jesus Gonzalez said confidence 
is also an important factor to being 
successful on the field. One experience 
in particular helped him learn this 
lesson.
    “One time, Coach put me in the 
game five minutes before it ended, 
and I thought ‘What can I do in five 
minutes?’ But it’s about confidence. 
You have to believe you can do it to 

make it happen,” Gonzalez said. 
    It has taken lots of work physically, 
mentally, and even spiritually to reach 
the goals that the soccer team has 
achieved. The outlook for the rest of the 
season is expected to be rewarding as the 
group continues to move forward.
   “I think our next games will be a piece 
of cake. Not to be arrogant, but I think 
our team is just that good,” Gonzalez 
said. 
    As the senior varsity players finish 
their last games in high school, they 
hope to leave a lasting impact on incom-
ing and future Mavericks.
    “I want to motivate all the people that 
are going to play for Manvel in the fu-
ture,” Arzate said. “I want them to believe 
that everything is possible.”

Mavericks Attend Night To Shine Event

Rising Up Into Top Ranks

Courtesy Photo
Photo Booth
Prom night attendees (from right to left)
Briana Tenbrink, Chris Chea, and Nicole 
Howell have their picture taken at the 
Night to Shine event with a chaperone.

Courtesy Photo
Prom Night Fun
Night to Shine attendees hang out on the dance floor for some music and  a good time.  

Students Dress Up, Enjoy Special Prom at New Hope

Boys Varsity Soccer Finishing Impressive Season
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Yearbook Courtesy Photo
Play Together, Stay Together
The soccer players and their coaches 
work together to make a winning 
team.

Yearbook Courtesy Photo
Breaking Through
Number 21, Alexis Lopez, blocks an op-
ponent from the ball.    

Yearbook Courtesy Photo
Just for Kicks
Aaron Montijo, number 20,  kicks the ball 
away from incoming opponents.



    The yummy smell of food such as pasta, 
and cookies waft through the hallways 
during school hours giving the campus 
an aggressive hunger. Cooking has always 
been an involved activity at Manvel that’s 
not only delicious to participate in, but also 
which prepares students for life outside of 
high school.
    Lifetime of Nutrition and Wellness (or 
LNW) is a culinary class, ran by Deborah 
Grigg, that deals with many recipes and 
teaches students different styles of cooking. 
LNW is available during the first periods 
of school.
     “We have so much fun cooking,” 
sophomore Kate Tran said. “The people in 
there are really fun and the recipes are too, 
even though sometimes they’re challeng-
ing. And we get to eat in class too, which is 
never a bad thing.”
    Recently, the students have made an 
apple fritter, a favorite class recipe.
    “It was really different because we usu-
ally don’t make desserts,” Tran said. “Once 
we were done with the fritters, our next 
assignment was to make ice cream to eat 
with the apple fritters.”
    LNW is a student-oriented class that 
not only teaches students how to prepare 
and cook food, but also builds relation-
ships between students. Grigg makes it 
her priority that all her students have the 
opportunity to make new friends and build 
new relationships.
    “Our teacher always tries to put us in 
new groups,” Tran said. “I don’t like leaving 
my friends, but I understand what she’s 
trying to do. I met a lot of new people in 
the beginning of the year from the groups 
we’ve been put into and now we’re close 
friends, so I can’t complain.”
    After high school, kids often leave 
home, at which time they won’t have their 

parents to provide meals for them, making 
it necessary for them to start cooking for 
themselves. 
    “Cooking class is great for when you 
move out,” Tran said. “I’m not a very good 
cook to begin with, or at least I wasn’t. Ms. 
Grigg has taught us so much that I didn’t 
know before. This class helped me out a 
lot so I won’t only be eating ramen and 99 
cent microwave meals during college. We 
make new meals every day that could really 
benefit us in the long run.”
    Cooking is not something that can be 
rushed but teaches patience, a quality that 
will come in handy when dealing with jobs 
or anything involving one’s adult life.
    “I’ve learned a lot about how to con-
trol my emotions,” Tran said. “You really 
can’t rush anything about cooking, so I’ve 
learned a lot about waiting and patience. 
I’m glad I took this class because the pa-
tience I learned I can apply to my in high 
school and out of high school life.”
    Lifetime of Wellness and Nutrition has 
helped many students with their cooking 
and also gave them leadership skills they 
can take outside of school. 
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Yearbook Courtesy Photo
Piece of Pizza
Two Lifetime of Wellness and Nutrition 
students display their cookie fruit pizza 
from class. 

Yearbook Courtesy Photo
Rolling Dough, Breaking Cakes
Lifetime of Wellness and Nutrition student 
rolling dough with a rolling pin.

“I can use it in many 
situations.”
—Lisa Almendariz

“I like it because it’s a very 
positive word!”
 —Maria Tobar

“I’m from Holand, so if something 
my mother cooks is good, I would 
say it’s lekker!”
—Dorothee Buckley

“It’s a multi-word!”
—Kelly Castaneda

“Because it’s the longest word 
in the dictionary.”
—Ken Cluck

“It just works in so many ways. 
It can be sad, happy, or mad.”
—Jennifer Redman

Hoka Hey Cafe
It’s a good day to eat!

Serving:  Breakfast tacos, Philly Cheese Steaks,
BBQ, Burgers, Shrimp Poboys, Tacos

Visit Us Today!
15903 Hwy 6

Suite A
Iowa Colony 

713-398-4707

Open at 5:30 am

Tracking down staff favorite words

Wowza Seriously

Antidisestablishmentari-
anism

Lekker

Really

Amazing

   In high school, 
students are exposed to several things 
such as new ways of thinking and 
different, fresh opportunities. Also, 
students get the chance to meet new 
students—some of which who have 
different meanings of what’s cool.    
     In order to keep students safe and 
protected, MHS has started a Crime 
Stoppers program on campus.  Stu-
dents can submit information about 
crimes and wrongdoings. 
   The purpose of crime stoppers at 
school is to assure the safety of stu-
dents, according to assistant princi-
pal Rick Scott.   The motive of crime 
stoppers is not to add reinforcement 
to school, but to discretely make the 
school a safer place, Scott said. 
   “I want students to know that with 
Crime Stoppers, it is completely 
anonymous and there is money in-
volved,” Scott said.
    Depending on the type of crime, 
awards can range from $100-1,000. 
That’s real money for helping keep 
the school safer. Crime stoppers also 
allows students to be anonymous to 
make this strategy seem less of a drag 
and more of a good way to bring 
security into school.
   “I think some of the students at 

school have a no tattletale policy,” 
Scott said. “Students should be able 
to trust Crime Stoppers.”
    In other schools, staff has to rely 
on what they think may be happen-
ing under their nose instead of actual 
facts. Here at MHS, we are able to 
rely on our peers and give them more 
faith and trust to better our environ-
ment. 
   “With a larger school population,” 
Scott said.  “[crime rate at Manvel] 
may looked to have increased, but it 
probably has remained the same and 
maybe even dropped a little bit.”
   With a school of 3,000 plus stu-
dents, one main goal should be to 
assure the wellbeing of students and 
staff. Every person needs help to 
maintaini a proper learning environ-
ment. 
  “The organization is there to keep 
the student body safe,” Scott said. 
“We have a responsibility as humans 
to make sure that people are safe.”

Working To Stop Crime



OPINION
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When Food Fights....
    Okay, listen up ladies; we need to speak 
about the unspeakable…SEXTING.
   The internet has no erase button and 
neither does any social media. We’ve seen 
some pretty interesting things happen on the 
internet about celebrities being famous for 
the wrong reasons; for example, Kim Kar-
dashian, Paris Hilton, and playboy models: 

They’re all famous for their bodies.
   Once you send a regretful photo, it’s out there forever. There 
is nothing you can say or do to take it down. It’s the same for 
sexting: when you send it out to someone, it’s there forever. Most 
teenagers, male or female, will make this mistake at least once, a 
mistake that will be with you and haunt you for the rest of your 
life.
   When you think you can trust your boyfriend or girlfriend, 
think twice about putting all your trust into one person. This 
is why I like to say: “I trust people about as far as I can throw 
them.” 
   I’ve known many girls who thought they could trust their boy-
friends, but obviously they thought wrong. These girls usually 
learn from their mistakes; however, it comes with a high price. 
Now these girls’ photos are out there, and people have seen them.  
They will never make that mistake again. It is certainly easy for 
teens to put all their trust and love into one person, without ever 
thinking of betrayal—then boom. All these safe feeling are shat-
tered when someone’s true colors shine and photos are exposed 
on the internet. 
   Once this happens, how can teens trust again? How can they 
look at relationships the same? 
   With just one little picture, a reputation is ruined. Even after a 
lot of time passes, I’m pretty sure people still look at and judge 
girls for the pictures they sent. What they don’t see is a sweet, 
loving person. 
    If you ever feel pressured by your boyfriend or girlfriend to 
send them explicit photos, always think of the consequences that 
come afterwards. 
   Life lesson ladies - be careful who you trust. 

Surpassing Sexting

Courtney Whatley
Sports Editor
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    Winter Guard 
has been relentless in practicing for their 
contests this year.
   Every year, Winter Guard competes 
against different schools from different 
districts to spin the prettiest flags, with 
the best dance moves in the most creative 
costumes. They practice almost every day 
of the week for several hours, for the sake 
of getting the gold. Color Guard director 
Corky Reyna has been a major inspiration 
to his team by pushing the limit for their 
own success.
   “I am challenging each performer with 
more difficult choreography and a higher 
level of performance maturity,” Reyna 
said.
   The Winter Guard Gold team recently 
received fourth place in all competitions 
so far: Morton Ranch High, DeKaney 
High and Pearland High. The Red Guard 
placed third at DeKaney and second at 
Pearland. 
   Senior Denisha Brown said she is proud 
of the steady improvement the team is 
making to prepare for state competition. 
  “The good news is the scores at each con-
test have gotten higher. At each practice, 
we improve a little more, and it shows at 

each contest. We are excited for our next 
contest, so we know what we need to 
improve on for state,” Brown said. 
    Reyna encourages his students to work 
on expressing themselves while perform-
ing. They use complex strategies to do 
complex movement. And boy, do they 
work hard.
  “Each member works on the production 
over several hours and weeks,” Reyna said.
“Like the saying, there’s no ‘I’ in team. The 
chemistry between the members in Win-
terguard is built to remain firm. There’s 
no time for cat fighting when competing 
with the big dogs. The chemistry between 
guard members is very solid, honest, and 
loyal.” 
    Like every sport, there is always room 
for improvement. Members of the Winter-
guard look to each other in finding differ-
ent ways to progress and perfect.
   “Working with my peers has showed 
me more about my character, and realize 
how I am as a person and how to work 
with people with different backgrounds,” 
Brown said. “This is all helpful when you 
form a team in guard and real life,” 
    The guard will compete at State on 
March 19 at Prairie View A&M Univer-
sity. 

  
    The swim and dive teams celebrated an 
end to another successful season. Adriel 
Sanes took fourth place in State for 100 
yard breaststroke, with a time of 57.15.  
Diver Patrick Meador placed fourth in 
the one-meter dive at Regionals.
    Junior Adriel Sanes, swam at the State 
swim meet on Feb. 19-20 for finals. 
Sanes said he feels his accomplishment 
at State is a motivator for working harder 
for next season, and he’s proud to have 
accomplished so much at State, even 
though he also feels a bit disappointed for 
not making a better time for State than he 
did at regionals. 
    “It was a great accomplishment to earn 
fourth at State,”  Sanes said. “Those other 
kids were fast as well.”
    Dedication and hard work has defi-
nitely paid off, as he’s been training since 
August to try and qualify for State, to be 
one of the top ranking swimmers in the 
State of Texas. 
    “Adriel trains extremely hard. He 
practices six days a week for a minimum 
of two and a half hours daily,” Swim and 
Dive Coach Rick Veal said.
    Diver Patrick Meador finished fourth 
place overall in the Region, after a first 
place at the district meet.  Out of the 34 

schools in the region, two of the top div-
ers from the 21 divers that were compet-
ing went to Austin for State. 
    Katie Mitchell, assistant coach and 
chemistry teacher, watched from the 
pool side as Meador’s confidence grew 
throughout his years, and she’s looking 
forward to see just how far his determina-
tion will take him. 
    “Patrick had a fantastic meet,” Mitchell 
said. “You could tell that he was extremely 
excited and to finally add new and dif-
ficult dives to his lineup.” 

SPORTS
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Swim, Dive Ends Season With Success
Jennifer Flores, 
Noelle Redman
Reporters

Sanes Places Fourth in State for 100 Yard Breastroke
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Courtesy Photo
Bring Home A Medal 

After a long day at the diving regionlas, 
Patrick Meador goes home with his 

fourth place metal.

Yearbook Courtesy Photo
Group Success
Adriel Sanes is celebrating  a win with teammates Damian Sambrano, Conner Stewart, 
Jack Armstrong. 

Toss High, Dream Big
Branden Smith
Associate Editor

Courtesy Photo
Reach for the 

Stars

Winterguard 
hascompeted in 
several compe-

titions and is 
looking forward 

to State. 

Yearbook Courtesy Photo
Headed To State
Sanes placed first at district meet and-
placed fourth in State for his event. 


