
Ag-Mech Burns Out Competition 
NOVEMBER

*(2) Culture Club: Polyne-
sian Islands/Australia Meet
*(6) Football: Manvel vs. 
Pearland
*(7) SAT Testing
*(13) Playoff Pep Rally
*(15) Culture Club: Hispania 
Festival
*(16) Culture Club: Native 
American Meet
*(17) District College Night 
at AHS - 6 PM
*(20) Playoff Spirit Bus
*(23-27) Holiday Break

DECEMBER

*(7-11) STAAR EOC Make-
Up Testing
*(15-18) Fall Semester Ex-
ams
*(18) Early Dismissal
*(21-Jan 1) Holiday

Maverick
DataSpace

FFA member 
Amanda Meyer 
built an award- 
winning bar-
becue pit at the 
Brazoria County 
Fair, using her 
FFA learned 
welding skills. 
    The senior 
worked for 
several months prior to the fair on 
the project, and was introduced to the 
program by her brothers. Since then, 
she has showcased a goat, pig and ag-
mechanics.  
   “My project was a wagon with a 
barbeque pit that got first place in rec-
reation and grand champion overall,” 
Meyer said. 
   The Brazoria County Fair takes place 
in October in Angleton, lasts for a 
week, and hosts competitions between 
Ag students and 4H members across 
the county.   
    Participants invest resources from 
the Agricultural barn, personal sup-

plies, and personal time. The overall 
fair consists of competition between 
animals of all variety, fried food, and 
rides as far as the fair grounds. Prepa-
ration for an average Ag project can 
range from four to six months. Meyer’s 
hard work paid off.  
     “I felt shocked and surprised,” Mey-
er said. “ I didn’t expect to win, and 
just wanted to do something big for 
my senior year. Go big, or go home, is 
my saying.”
  Ag mech students can create a variety 
of projects, for instance: building 
various things such as tables, benches, 
barbeque pits, and various farm equip-
ment. To make these items they use 

skills in carpentry and welding. 
   Students are able to raise and care for 
their livestock and have a place to go 
to work on their projects because of 
the agriculture barn. 
        “People think Manvel is a rural 
area but if you look at the number 
of kids that live in neighborhoods 
and apartments who want to raise a 
livestock project they don’tave a place.” 
Richard New said about the Ag barn.
  The Barn is a training facility for stu-
dents who house animal projects for 
students who live in suburban neigh-
borhoods with limited area to use. 

This year Career 
and Technol-
ogy  options have 

expanded to include heating, welding, 
construction, and other programs for 
the student workforce.
    Expansions of existing programs 
and additions to CTE classes help ca-
ter to the needs of certain field choices 
that are popular in the Houston area 
like the oil and medical industries, 
welding, and HVAC (heating, ventila-
tion and air condition).
     “ The local area is really driven on 
industry, so we’re trying to start an 
oil production class so that students 
can start getting information on these 
levels and continue outside of school 
to work in a plant before they even get 
to that level,” CTE department head 
Stephanie Nelson said.
    These new courses are made to 
broaden students’ knowledge and 
exposure to what variety of different 
career options that are available to 
them after graduating.
    “The medical field is a wide field so 
CTE classes help me strengthen my 
focus on what specific occupation I'm 
looking into,” senior Christian Alar-
con said.
    A variety of other already existing 
CTE classes have made additions to 
their classes. 
    “ Our Project Lead the Way, [an 

engineering program], has grown and 
added on new courses as students 
start on the first level and each year 

we add on a new course. Our Health 
science department has grown. They 
also have a CNA program started.”  
Nelson said.
    The classes give students broader 
ways for them to develop their interest 
and expand their personalities to give 
them newer ways of versatile learn-
ing that is different from some of the 
other classes they may have taken.  
   “ It’s like freedom to be myself. I get 
to do what I want in the class by ex-
ploring the different areas of thefield 
that I’m interested in and focus in 
on what things I like best, it helps in 

keeping me interested,” junior Jennifer 
Lopez said.    
    The new CTE classes have had 
growths of students become inter-
ested whether it’s from a friend telling 
another friend or students going into 
classes to introduce them into the va-
riety of courses that have been created 
for them.
    “ This class has been a great experi-
ence so far, it’s helping me start early 
on a career that I’m interested in.” 
Lopez said.                                        

New CTE Courses Train Successful Students
Jenayah Evans
Staff Writer 

Photo by: Erika Pulido
Hairdress to Impress 
Senior ,Alfonso Chavez, styles (senior) 
Tiffani Moore’s hair in their cosmetology 
class. Photo by: Erika Pulido

CTE Spa Day
Senior, Jocelyn Moreno, gives a fellow classmate a spa treatment in their cosmetol-
ogy class in preparation for a possible future career.

Chris Evans 
Staff Writer
Xavier Pulik-
kathara
Staff Writer
Shelby Mar-
asckin
Contributor

Courtesy photo
Welding Winner
Senior Amanda Meyer celebrates her award for an ag mechanics project at Brazoria County Fair with 
teacher Richard New.
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Marching Through Fall Contest Season

   Teacher Leah 
Bolton and senior 

Paola Obispo were both presented 
scholarly awards by the Junior 
Achievement Program on Sep. 10.
   The Junior Achievement Program is 
a hands-on program that deals with 
education and the workforce. Its main 
purpose is to help students get the 
gist of the real world and become a 
successful individual.  They recognize 

potential in creative students and 
how they plan to succeed in the 
competitive world.
   Obispo earned a scholarship from 
the JA Program with her essay over 
the economy’s free enterprise system.
   “I just thought of how free 
enterprise effects our country.” 
Obispo said. “I also talked about what 
I learned in AP U.S. History.”
   As a result of her recieving the 
scholarship, Obispo plans on 
attending University of Texas.
   “[The scholarship] has given me 
more confidence to apply for more 
scholarships.” Obispo said.
   Bolton has received the Teacher of 
the Year award from the JA Program, 
taking place at the Lake Jackson Civic 
Center.
    “The reason I got the award was 

because I had made some changes,” 
Bolton said.
   Bolton was asked to bring in her 
best students to volunteer to give 
lessons to elementary school children 
for five weeks. The lessons for the 
children were already planned out 
by the JA Program,which is trying to 
bring work ethic into schools such 
as entrepreneurship and financial 
literacy. 
   “The kids really liked it,” Bolton 
said. “They had to work with play 
money and pretend that they were 
business owners.”
   Bolton teaches an array of subjects 
that includes child guidance, 
principals of education, principles 

of human services, and career prep 
which is the class where she taught 
the curriculum of the JA Program. 
All of these courses help to prepare 
for real life situations, which include 
building a business or even a family.
  “[My students] did very well.” 
Bolton said. “The children liked 
having a speaker come in and present 
something different than what the 
teacher would present. So I think it 
worked out very well for them and 
us.”

Awarding Excellence

      The band per-
formed their show, 
“Dreamscapes”, at 
three local marching 

contests this October as part of their 
fall marching season.
    The organization, which contains 
220 members, performed at the Katy 
ISD Invitational Marching Festival 
on Oct 3, the US Bands Sugar Land 
Showcase on Oct 10, and the UIL 
Region 17 Marching Contest on Oct 
17. At each contest, the band was 
ranked against others from around 
the Houston area, placing second in 
their class in Katy, and ninth overall 
at US Bands, and earning straight first 
division ratings at UIL. In preparation 
for contest season, the group prac-
ticed daily and performed at varsity 
football games.
     “The football game halftime show 
is basically contest prep as well as an 
exhibition of what we’re doing,” direc-
tor of bands Brian Moreno said. 
   Marching season started the first 
week of August and will end after the 
last playoff game, with two to three 
hour practices every day after school 
continuing until the last contest of the 
fall season, after which practices go 
down to one day a week. 

     “When you’re not in the mood it’s 
just really, really hard,” junior Ryen 
Greer said. “But over time it just gets 
more fun whenever we start clean-
ing drill and start getting ready for 
contests.”
    During rehearsal, goals included 
training marchers to hit their desig-
nated spots on the field, called “sets”, 
ensuring that the pictures or “forms” 

the band makes on the field look like 
they should, and making the band 
sound relaxed and refined.
    “I’d say sound-wise ... the sound is 
much better than the marching at this 
point,” Moreno said. “But there comes 
a point when the marching just comes 
together and we can start running 
[the show].”
    The show itself, which consisted of 

three sections or “movements”, had to 
fit within eight minutes or the band 
could have risked losing points off of 
their score or disqualification under 
UIL regulations.
    “They [read] a script at a certain 
point and when the timer gets to zero 
they start the eight minutes,” associate 
band director Nathan Pair said. “You 
figure out where to start the pre-show 
so that it lines up with zero and then 
you go.”
    Although the exact system varies 
from contest to contest, the band is 
usually judged for marching, playing, 
and general effect, all of which must 
be perfected in order to achieve the 
highest possible score.
    “Everybody is focused; everybody 
has to be focused,” junior Brandon 
Guikema said. “If you’re not ready, 
you don’t make the cut.”
    Despite the intense and complex 
process of putting together a march-
ing show, which Pair likens to a 
“science project”, the band as a whole 
enjoys marching season.
    “We slowly give up on our lives 
and dedicate our souls to marching,” 
sophomore Catherine Lloyd said.

 

Photo by: Noelle Redman
Flying High
The band builds the dreamscape of “homegirl”, played by sophomore and color guard 
member Briana Cook (pictured). The three movements, called “nightmare”, “dream of 
flying”, and “dream of falling”, each represent one of homegirl’s dreams.  

Photo by: Branden Smith
Paola Obispo

Branden Smith
Ad Manager

Photo by: Branden Smith
 Teacher Leah Bolton

Grant Lloyd
Staff Writer



    From their distant homelands 
thousands of miles away, foreign 
exchange students have traveled all 
the way to Texas’ door step where 
MHS welcomed them with open 
arms.
   This year MHS’ foreign exchange 
program has gained five new 
members. Most of these students 
share a common ideal: embrace the 
new culture whilst not forgetting 
their own. Although there are a few 
that took the diverse challenge of 
trying to infuse both to create a better 
experience.
    German exchange student Caroline 
Westphal was ready to take the 

challenge and learn more about life in 
the U.S.
    “I know that people in the U.S. go 
to church really often,” Westphal said. 
“I think I’ll try to mix the cultures.”  
    As for the other students, like 

Eliane Klaeusler, they wanted to keep 

their cultures apart from each other.
“I want to keep them separate,” 
Klaeusler said. “I just want to see how 
the other cultures are.”
    Not only are these students 
facing the U.S. culture socially, 
but academically as well. Spanish 

exchange student Ainhoa Pellon 
immediately noticed a big difference 
between her old school and those in 
our country.
    “Here you have a good amount of 
classes and you go to them,” Pellon 
said. “But in Spain, we have many 
more classes and we stay in one room 
while the teacher comes to us.”
    As well as Pellon, the other 
students’ old schools shared this 
single classroom trait. But after 
coming to Manvel for the first time, 
these students liked the U.S.’ style 

of diverse schooling. South Korean 
exchange student Yejin Jo is someone 
who can personally take this to heart.
    “In South Korea, school times are 
very different,” Jo said. “The schools 
there are very oriented and the 
schedules determine myself.”
    With all of these changes, all 
of the students agreed that they 

enjoyed Manvel’s staff and their 
diversity. Vietnam exchange student 

Nhu Quynh is a student who really 
understands what this means. 
    “The teachers and students here are 
all so friendly,” Quynh said. “I want to 
keep things here the same.”    
    Along with enjoying the populace 
of our school, the exchange students 
like Manvel’s principles and how it is 
intertwined with its students. Upon 
arrival, one of the exchange students 
was able to quickly notice how 
different the native students are.
    “I saw how different everyone can 
be,” said Jo. “It is a change from what 
I’m used to, but I like it.”
    It is not everyday that students 
see cultures collide at school, but 
for these students, this collision is 
considered a normality. We are sure to 
see them represent Manvel and have 
their bright potential swell into great 
success.
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A Home Away From Home
Dominic Stigler
Staff Writer

Eliane Klaeusler
Grade 11
From Switzerland

Ainhoa Pellon
Grade 11
From Spain

Yejin Jo
Grade 11
From South Korea

Caroline Westphal
Grade 11
From Germany

Nhu Quynh
Grade 11
From Vietnam

Foreign Exchange Students Transition to Manvel Life

      

Check us out online:
maverickinformer.com

 
Twitter:

@mavinformer

10th Anniversary 
Stampede yearbook

balfour.com
Orders through Jan. 22

C136 for details
Orders through Jan. 22



Entertainment

                                  
    MHS has a three- year-old 
independent band, Townsage, 
whose roots stem from a 
mutual interest in music that 
has spawned the spread of 
their music.
    In 2011, Danh Bui estab-
lished the group. Townsage 
senior members consist of 
Danh Bui (MHS graduate), 
Bobby Quintilo (MHS gradu-
ate), Alex Aguirre (senior),  
and Kesley Richardson 
(senior).
    “My friend tried to make 
a band, and the band that I 
am in didn’t work out (for the 
friend).  A year later I joined 
and that was when things 
really started to kickstart,” 
Richardson said.
    Townsage likes to focus on 
vocals similar to those who 
inspired the group like early 
psychedelic singer Roger 
Waters (lead vocalist of Pink 
Floyd) and hard rock singers 
Tillian Pearson and Jon Mess 
of Dance Gavin Dance. Town-
sage’s members have their 
own individual inspirations. 
    “We have a lot of spoken 
kind of vocals. That’s where 

that band vocals and speak-
ing comes into play,” Richard-
son said.
    The band members rou-
tinely swap roles based on 
the situation. Richardson 
alone plays bass and acoustic 
guitar, and piano to adhere to 
his singing talent. Bui plays 
ukulele and sings also. Agu-
irre is a drummer bassist and 
guitarist.   
    “Many of [our] inspirations 
can be linked from the past. 
Alex, currently our drummer, 
[who] has a metal sound, 
like Slayer and Metallica.  
Kesley plays a more classical 
and heavy metal acoustic.  It 
mainly depends on the mood 
when we jam.” Bui said.
    The original line up con-
sisted of Jacoby Quintanilla, 
Danh, and Kesley.  The group 
has gone through many 
changes in a short period of 
time, like scheduling con-
flicts which caused them to 
separate at one time. Since 
then, the band is still stong in 
the passion for the music that 
brings its members together.  
    “We have no specific 
genre, we play whatever feels 

good to us, starting on some-
thing sounding like the blues 
and ending up with some-
thing intricate,” Bui said. 

    The band changes form 
based on what they need to 
accomplish in their sessions. 
Essentially, the music drives 

band members to not only 
perform well, but prove their 
excellence in all of their ver-
sality and diversity.   

Xavier Pulikkathara
Staff Writer   

Townsage a la Mode
Manvel’s Hometown Band Strums Up their Own Tune

   
  

    A handful of female students were 
selected to participate in the first 
Rape, Aggression, Defense (RAD) 
Challenge, run by Officer Teresa 
Garrett and theatre teacher David 
Soward. This 12 hour course is de-
signed to help women learn to defend 
themselves with basic self-defense 
techniques while having fun in the 
process. 
    The main objective of the RAD 
program is to develop and enhance 
the options of self-defense, so female 
students in the course are not made 
victims of an attack. Sticking to the 
objective, the instructors take it slow 
by starting with a defense video.
     “This is the first year we’ll be start-
ing the program,” Garrett said. “Our 
starting point is just getting to the 
seniors first before they graduate.” 
    This program is built not only to 
teach students self-defense, but also 
aims to help them build self-confi-
dence. During the three day course 
the girls learned various techniques 
that included kicking, punching, and-
head butting, among others.    
    On their last day, the eight girls 
gear up to put everything they have 
learned to use, defending themselves 

in a simulation where two “attack-
ers” try their skills. They have to fight 
through three different situations that 
include going to the ATM, walking 
home from a football game, and sim-
ply walking alone. As each girl gets up 
to take their turn, her fellow students 
cheer her on for an extra boost of 
confidence.
    “It was fun because it was challeng-
ing,” senior Samantha Martinez said. 
“I plan on taking this class again, just 
in case I get rusty on my moves.”
    Soward promoted the program to 
instruct female students who would 
soon graduate and pave way  into col-
lege life. After two years of delibera-
tion, the school district finally agreed 
to run the program on campus for 
senior girls interested in the seminar. 
   “Statistics shows that one of five 
girls will be sexually assaulted, and I 
can’t stop sexual 
assault.” Soward 
said. “But I can 
make sure the 
girls, when they 
go out there, can 
protect them-
selves.”

Students Drop-Kick Danger, Learn Defense

Courtesy Photo
Hands Up to Knock Out
Seniors, Ulissa Calix, Ijeoma Akunne, Sarah Benitez, Myjhanae Craven, and junior 
Maya Craven get pumped up after gearing up for their one-on-one defense practice.

Jennifer Flores
Staff Writer

Courtesy Photo
Turning the 

Tables
Ulissa Calix and  
Emily Trammel 

put what they have 
learned to practice 

on the mats.

Courtesy Photo
Gearing up

Sarah Benitez gets geared up for practice.

Courtesy Photo
Three of the four Townsage members: Bobby Quintilo (left), Danh Bui (middle), and Kesley Richard-
son (right). (Alex Aguirre not pictured.) “Many of [our] inspirations can be linked from the past... 
We have no specific genre. We play whatever feels good to us.” Bui said.
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    Alvin ISD has rid 

the schools of late 
arrivals, and 
I couldn’t be hap-
pier. 
      Now judging 
from most of your 

reactions as you read the first line 
I’m sure you all disagree, and that’s 
to be expected. But, just because you 
don’t share the same feelings does 
not mean you should put this paper 
down or turn to the next story. Allow 
me to fill your brains with reasonable 
explanations as to why I feel the way 
I do. 
     With a name like “late arrival” 
you’d think you’d get to sleep in a 
reasonable amount right? WRONG. 
If you were as unlucky as I was last 
year, you were a bus rider from time 
to time and that meant you still 
had to catch the bus a while before 
classes even started. 
    On top of that, there was an ad-
ditional stress factor; trying to figure 
out exactly when your bus was com-
ing was tough, and so was missing it. 
    I love breakfast. There’s a reason 
it’s considered “the most important 
meal of the day”. It really does set the 
mood for my day. If I have a good 
breakfast, I typically have a really 
good day. A good breakfast does 

not entail shoving past my peers at 
Sonic, McDonalds, or Chick-Fil-A.  
    We have time to stop and get a 
greasy breakfast, right? Not when the 
other 3000 people at your school had 
the same exact idea. I have breakfast 
at home every day, but sometimes 
it’s good to “treat yo self”.  So fighting 
through swarms of students was yet 
another drawback to our late arriv-
als.
   Now, I bet some of you celebrated 
whenever we had shortened classes, 
but in all honesty it was so confusing 
and unnecessary. 
   Valuable class time was being 
ripped from my beautifully mani-
cured hands, thus prolonging the 
entire school year.  This year we get 
out of school on May 27. Yay! Don’t 
you just love the sound of that? I 
know I do.    
  That means the summer comes 
faster, and we don’t have that mid-
week release from school. Those 
were always super awkward. 
   I know it seems like a bad idea at 
first, but in reality it’s just better for 
everyone all around. We don’t have 
to worry about learning the extra 
bus schedule, fight traffic in fast food 
lines and we get out earlier in the 
year. 
   It’s perfect.

opinions
Hate Arrival

   AISD has decided to 
cancel not one, not 
two, but all late arrivals 
and early dismissals. 

The reason is for 
students to gain 
more time while 
at school. What is 

my educational response, you ask? It’s 
preposterous! 
   First off, late arrival days gave stu-
dents the opportunity to better prepare 
for school. It gave more time in the 
morning to study and even do home-
work (or late in my case). Deadlines 
become more crucial and as the year 
goes on. Late arrivals made students 
feel more lenient with their time, 
eliminating some stress from school 
life.
   Teachers, you guys would have ben-
efited from late arrival days as well. As 
a teacher I am 1000% sure that you all 
work hard to give us—your amazing 
students—the knowledge that we so 
eagerly yearn for. With the late start, 
you would have had the opportunity 
to better prepare for your lesson. In-
stead of trying to get them out in a full 
of loud, somewhat obnoxious (fresh-
men), yet perfect kids. We students 
do our best to try to understand how 
much teachers enjoy their solitude.
   If you are anything like me, then you 
are definitely not a morning person 

and it takes you a few minutes (or in 
my case hours) to simply wake up! 
If you ask me, it’s a little too early to 
be running for bell, bumbling into 
kids who act as it the phrase “excuse 
me” is nonexistent, and walking from 
one end of a hallway to another. Late 
arrivals were our chance to be those 
happy and chirpy kids on TV from 
Saved by the Bell. Instead we are forced 
to become the people in the line at the 
DPS office.
   Let’s not forget the most important 
and most educational reason of all: 
sleep. The word itself makes me remi-
nisce on how I fall out of bed almost 
every morning in order to get ready 
for school at 5:40 a.m. Let’s be honest 
students, with homework in one class 
and three papers due in the other, who 
sleeps? Our resting time is limited by 
the amount of work we do, meaning 
that it’s A’s and B’s before Z’s. This late 
start gave way to waking up with a 
smile, eating a good breakfast, and all 
that stuff that associates with a perfect 
morning. Face the fact teachers, there 
is always that one kid who just can-
not seem to stay awake. The idea was 
pretty bad—dress code bad. Maybe 
next year the district will wrap their 
heads around students getting actual 
sleep.

Stay Arrival

Branden Smith
Ad Manager

Rayne Calhoun
Web Editor
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Newspaper Swag

Harley Koontz, grade 11



 By this time in the se-
mester you may have 
already found out how 
to wake up in the dark 

hours, find your classes, 
and catch a good spot 
in the lunch line. Just as 
well, various challenges 

are bound to be of endless supply in 
your new student life. High school can 
and hopefully will be a rewarding expe-
rience for you. So what does it take to 
excel in your new Mav life?
    The first step is believing in yourself. 
You’ve heard it before, I know, but check 
this out: You don’t have to be in the top 
of your class, socially or academically, 
to be great. With so many choices of 
clubs to join, the Mav community is just 
begging for you to open opportunities 
for yourself. Whatever you want to be 
doing right now - art, sports, writing a 
newspaper column - there are mentors 
and comrades available to help you ex-
cel at what you do best. Set lots of goals 
for yourself because there’s nothing you 
can’t do.
   Creativity is in big demand in your 
classwork for good reason: No one has 
ideas like you do. The way you experi-
ence life is different from the way ev-
eryone else does, so don’t waste time 
comparing yourself to photoshopped 
images. Whether you speak through 
a paintbrush or  binary code,  express 
your own awesomeness with what you 
love doing. Don’t bore teachers with an 

assignment identical to the rest of the 
class. It’s worth it to do your own thing 
-  and not just for the grade.
   Lastly, don’t be afraid of criticism 
or making mistakes: you’ll remember 
those lessons best. Let your works re-
flect the skill you will one day change 
the world with. 
    Personally, my greatest moments in 
high school have been the ones that 
challenged me most. Through those 
experiences I was able to find achieve-
ment through confident, creative, and 
open-minded application. When stand-
ing alone before a critical audience, I re-
mind myself that my message is worth 
saying aloud and that I must use what 
I have, what I know, to promote myself. 
Whatever I choose to do, it is out of my 
utmost creativity - but also encourages 
others to contribute to or expand upon 
my works. High school is not easy, but is 
challenging in an exciting way. After all, 
what would a challenge be if it couldn’t 
be solved?
   An adventure starts with the courage 
to accept your role as a game-changer, 
the imagination to create something 
awesome, and the bravery to make it a 
reality. Most days, tomorrow can’t come 
fast enough but soon you will see how it 
all comes together in a wonderful story.
   Like Eleanor Roosevelt once said: 
“You are going to live in a dangerous 
world for quite a while, but it’s going to 
be an interesting and adventurous one.”

Opinions
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Behold Our StaffModern Identity
 For this year’s first edition of the Maverick Informer, our staff 
has grown to include several individuals who each bring their 
own unique style to our collaborative project. In this column, 

it is tradition that the staffers tell you, the reader, in their own words what 
they will pursue as aspiring journalists in the News Room. With that, please 
welcome the members of our team:Liliana Marin

Editor-in-Chief

Liliana Marin
Editor-in-Chief

“My goal for this year is to strengthen my writing style 
and bring accurate and interesting news to the MHS 
student body.” - Jenayah Evans, grade 10

“ I want to write amazing stories about the func-
tions in and out of our school, telling everyone how 
amazing people at our school are.”
- Jennifer Flores, grade 10

“ My goal is to better myself, as a student and as a per-
son overall. I’m a very versatile and positive person, 
and I think I could use that versatility for newspaper 
with a positive spin.” 
- Tamera Hilliard, grade 10

“I think that newspaper will be a great opportunity to 
improve my writing skills. And selling ads and doing 
interviews will help with people skills as well.”
- Grant Lloyd, grade 10

“ My goal this year is to be a very smart person and 
have a good attitude with people. I want people to see 
me as trustworthy.”- Mario Ruiz, grade 11

“I intend to use my advanced literary skills and 
friendly attitude to add a fiery passion to our editions; 
getting info needed faster and with increased preci-
sion.”- Dominic Stigler, grade 11

“As a critical thinker, my goal is to surpass my ob-
stacles, meet my deadlines, and apply my knowledge 
to something useful .” - Xavier Pulikkathara, grade 12

“ My goals this year are to grow up, glo-up,and to 
stunt on everyone who doubted my abilities.”
- Rayne Calhoun, grade 11

“My goal is to make my life as cheesy as macaroni, and 
to eat 1,264 twinkies.”  
- Courtney Whatley, grade 11

“ My goal is to make my senior year better by good 
grades and good vibes.”- Branden Smith, grade 12

“My goal is to run for president and change the 
school’s starting time because a brotha needs sleep.”
- Chris Evans, grade 12

“As a literary extremist, I want to use my skillsets to 
bring out the best in myself and my team. Excellence is 
not a bonus, but the central aim. 2015-2016 is a prime 
example of this.” - Liliana Marin, grade 12
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Mavs Are In Victorious District Play

Lady Mavs Spike Towards Playoffs

     

   With the Mavericks looking to play 
Pearland on Nov. 6,  the team is striv-
ing to keep its record and move into 
playoffs. 
    On Oct 23, The Mavs had an amaz-
ing win against Sam Rayburn with a 
score of 62-0.
   On Oct. 16, the boys defeated Alvin 
High School with a score of 73-7.
   The game, which marked the fifth 
game of the season, was held at Al-
vin. After a great start, the Mavericks 
were able to continue their streak, 
resulting in the victory.
   “I think we are off to a good start.”  
Head varsity Coach Kirk Martin 
said.“I think we have a really good 
team this year.” Martin said.
   Earlier, on Oct. 9, The team won 
against Dawson with a score of 49-31.
   “I think we have a chance to really 
be great! We have very high expecta-
tions and believe we will reach our 
goals!” Martin said.
   On Oct. 1, the team played against 
South Houston winning 75-14.
    On Sep. 4 The boys had a close 
game against North Shore on with a 

score of  43-40. 
   “Everybody wants to be a beast 
until it’s time to do what beast do” 
Senior Brandon McCarty said. “ I feel 
like we’re going to go to state.” 
   On Aug. 25, the boys had an amaz-
ing game with a score of 56-0.
    On Aug. 17, the boys beat Dobie 
High School with a score of 75-7.
    The Mavs are plowing through the 
season. The team is 100% motivated 
to go to state. With all the cheer 
and support from the sidelines, the 
Mavericks are expected to do great 
this season. 
    

     
   

    
   

  
  

Photo by: Noelle Redman
Ready, Set, Tackle!
The football players wrestle to get a touchdown on the field.

The volleyball 
team has started 
their playing 

season, competing against a number 
of rival school, and are headed into 
district playoffs.
    The volleyball team has new players 

this year, incoming from their former 
junior high schools, such as Manvel, 
Nolan Ryan, and Fairview. The newer 
teammates are being put on teams 
with more experienced varsity players, 
which will help them develop more 
skills, skills the varsity already have.
    “We have a really young team this 
year, so one of our goals is to build 
our team unity and confidence. we 
have a very athletic team , but not a 

lot a lot varsity playing experience, but 
our main goal is to make the playoffs 
and advance,” volleyball coach, Sarah 
Paulk said.
    MHS volleyball compete against 
different teams throughout their 
playing season, each of which can 

equal our volleyball team in terms of 
sportsmanship and athleticism. There 
are some particular teams that Manvel 
is really excited about competing 
against.
    “The girls are always excited about 
competing against Dawson and Alvin, 
and Pearland’s a big school for me to 
play against,” Paulk said.
    Since there are a lot of newer and 
younger players coming to Manvel 

High Schools the coach was asked 
her opinions about how it affected the 
teams.
    “Like I said we’re really young , not 
a lot of experience on varsity, but the 
athletic potential is higher than we 
have been, so once we can get every-
body into the positions they should 
be in, and working together and get 
some experience together, I think 
that they have more potential,” coach 
Paulk said.
      The volleyball team is one of our 
teams extremely devoted to their 
sports. It gives opportunities for col-
leges, and is overall just a very large 
part of their life. Coach Paulk gives 
insight of just how much volleyball 
affects them, on and off the court.
    “Most of them play club volleyball 
outside of school, so we have the 

school season for three months and 
nine months that we’re not in school 
season , they're playing on a team 
outside of school, and they come up 
to the school during the summer and 
do open gyms and conditioning and 
all that kind of stuff,” Paulk said. 
    The team is doing a great job at ex-
celling at volleyball this year. They’ve 
won many of their recent games, all 
while having focus on their other top-
ics as well. It’s safe to say that volley-
ball have been extremely focused and 
possibly at one of their best seasons.
Since Manvel has started their sec-
ond season, they have competed in 
four games, currently being 3-2. The 
volleyball team competed against 
four schools, Dobey, Pasadena, 
South Houston, and Dawson, only 
losing against Dawson in 3 rounds. 

Tamera Hilliard
Staff Writer

Photo by: Noelle Redman
3, 2, 1, Tackle
The boys go head to head, tackling the 
opponent, blocking their team from get-
ting a touchdown.

Photo by: Noelle Redman
Make a Run for It
The football team makes an entrance that 
is hard to ignore as they race out of the 
helmet to start the game.

Courtney Whatley
Staff Writer

Yearbook Courtesy Photo
Warming Up for a Win
Torie Frederick (center) warmimg up before competing in a volleyball match against a 
rival school.

Photo by: Noelle Redman
Run a Line Boys
The team gets ready to do a field goal 
kick for the win.  

Yearbook Courtesy Photo
Scoring Points
Shelby Browning, Marissa Stinson, and T. Tyson (right side) celebrating a point 



   The Manvel Mav-
ericks Cross Coun-

try Varsity boys and Varsity Girls 
finished their season strong at the 
district meet on Sept. 15. The mens 
team placed third, and Abi Ayayla 
placed third individually. The mens 
team and Ayayla competed at re-
gion on Oct. 25.
     ”I am very happy with the way 
our boys’ team has been perform-
ing,” head Cross Country coach 
Marie Meng said. “They have been 
working hard and their hard work 
has been paying off,” 
   The team was proud of their per-
formance at district. 
   “We are going to go to regionals. 
Running makes you make a con-
scious decision to win. This year 
our team is mentally stronger, and 
our coach is with us and motivates 
us every step of the way,”   Ayayla 
said.
   The team experienced other high 
moments this season.
    “Pedro Flores placed second at 
the Dayton Bronco Invite and at 
the Clear Creek Invite and Adriel 
Sanes placed 18th at the Dayton 

Bronco Invite and 14th in the Clear 
Creek Invite.” Meng said, ‘‘As a 
team we are doing great. 
     Coach Meng is new to MHS this 
year, and has experienced a terrific 
first season with the cross country 
team. Members love to run and 
love the competition. 
   “I’m in the sport because ever 
since I was a little kid I loved to 
run and I’ve been running since 
the first grade. I love the grind and 
to push myself so that’s the reason 
I’m in the sport. Also it correlates 

with my swimming because I’ve 
been swimming as long as I’ve been 
running and both sports help me 
improve,” Sanes said.
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Mavs Cross Finish Line, End Season Strong
Mario Ruiz
Staff Writer

Photo by: Genie Gutierrez
Running To Win
Team participates in a meet in September.

Courtesy photo
Moving On
The Mens team celebrates a third place 
at the district meet, which qualified 
them to run at region. 

Courtesy Photo
The team did well at the Lumberjack 
Invite. Runners Pedro Flores had a sixth 
place finish and Lisa Flores finished 14. 
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